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[FAULTS  on  both  SIDES 

O  R,     A  N  I 

E  S  SAY 


UPON 

The  Original^  Caufe,  Progrcfs,  and  Mif- 
f  chievous  Confequences  of  the  Factions 
|  in  this  Nation. 

SHEWING, 

That  the  Heads  and  Leaders  on  both  Sides  have  always 
impos'd  upon  the  Credulity  of  their  refpeclive  Parties, 
in  order  to  compafs  their  own  Selfifli  Defigns  at  the 
Expence  of  the  Peace  and  Tranquility  of  the 
Nation. 

SINCERELY     INTENDED 

or  the  allaying  the  Heats  and  Animo/ities  of  the 
People,  and  perfuading  all  Honell,  Well-meaning 
Men  to  compofe  their  Party- Quarrels,  and  unite 
their  Hearts  and  Affections  for  the  promoting  the 
Publick  Good,  and  Safety  of  their  Q\l  E  E  N  and 
.  Country. 


By  way  of  Anfwer  to  the 
Thoughts  of  an  Honest  Tory. 


En  quo  DifcorMa  Gives 


Terduxit  miferos ■ Virg. 


2Dfje  ^cconD  Coition. 


LONDON: 

tinted  and  Sold  by  the  Bookfellers  of  London  and 
WrflmMfter^    1730. 
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FAULTS  on  both  SIDES: 

OR,    AN 

ESSAY 

UPON 

The  Original  Caufe,  Progreft, 

and  Mifchievous  Consequences  of  the 
Factions  in  this  Nation,  &c. 

f 

By  way  of  Anfwer  to  the 

Thoughts  of  an  Honeft  Tory. 

SIR, 

YOUR  Thoughts  and  mine  agree  in  fo  many 
things.,  that  I  could  pleafe  my  felf  ro  think  that 
there  were  a  Poffibility  of  reconciling  Whigs  and 
Tories^  if  there  were  to  be  found  among  your  Party  Men 
of  fuch  Moderate  Sentiments  as  you  have  expreft  through 
your  whole  Letter  -,  but, 

Timeo  Danaos^  &  Dona  ferentes* 

your  Conceffions  are  fo  large  in  our  Favour,  that  you 
give  me  Caufe  to  fufpe6l  you  have  only  affum'd  the 
Name  of  a  Tory^  but  are  indeed  a  Crafty  Whig  at  the 
bottom  \  however,  I  am  willing  to  incline  to  the  Chari- 
table Side^  and  had  rather  fubmit  so  the  Deluilou^  than 
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omit  fo  fair  an  Occafion  to  own  my  Belief,  that  thete 
are  honeft  M«i  in  both  Parties ;  and  to  endeavour  to 
convince  the  Honeft  If  bigs  as  well  as  the  Honeft  Tories^ 
that  the  Difference  of  their  Opinions  in  relation  to  Re- 
ligion and  Civil  Government  is  not  fo  great  as  they  are 
made  to  believe  •,  and  that  they  might  eahly  be  brought 
to  agree  in  preferving  the  Publick  Tranquility  3  if  there 
were  not  deligning  Men  in  both  Parties,  who  have  each 
in  their  turns  artfully  contrived  to  keep  open  the  Breach, 
and  ventilate  the  Heats  and  Animofities  of  ignorant  Peo- 
ple-, that  by  the  Strength  of  their  refpedtive  Fa&ions 
they  may  be  enabled  to  promote  their  own  finifter  De- 
iigns,  which  generally  have  been  to  engrofs  the  Places 
and  the  Profits  of  the  Government  into  their  own  hands ; 
to  raife  vaft  Eftates  to  themfelves  by  purloyning  all  they 
can  from  the  Publick,  and  to  eftablifli  fuch  an  Intereft  as 
may  always  fupport  them  from  being  calPd  to  account 
for  their  Mifmanagcments. 

I  can  think  of  no  way  that  is  more  likely  to  create  a 
right  Underftaoding  between  us,  than  by  an  Impartial 
Inquiry  into  the  Original  Caufe  and  Spring  of  our  de- 
finitive Fends  and  Diviiions,  which  is  primarily  the  af- 
frib'ng  a  greater  Power  than  our  Confutation  admits, 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown  •,  and  the  endeavouring  to 
maintain  the  ancient  Rights  and  Privileges  of  the  Nation, 
on  the  Part  of  the  People  :  Rut  there  is  a  kcond  Caufe, 
hitherto  lefs  obferv'd  by  the  Writers  on  this  Subje£fcf 
which  has,  as  it  were  by  a  Natural  Courfe,  led  us  into 
.  Contells ;  and  that  is,  the  mighty  Alteration  that 
lias  happeri'd  in  the  Property  of  the  Lands,  and  confe- 
rly  in  the  condiment  Strength  and  Power  of  the  Go- 
vernment, fiififce  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh  : 

Timts,  the  Peers  of  this  Kingdom 
were  f  Land,  (fome  of  them  per- 

haps  equal  to  whole  Counties)  they  had  bv  virtue  of 
-~i[i!:c%  the  Power  of  Sheriffs  in  the  Civil  Admi- 
niilration,  and  the  Power  of  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  Mi- 
lirary,  whe-cby  they  did  for  many  Ages  hold  the  Bal- 
Jance  of  the  Government,  and  were  able  to  defend  their 
own  and  the  Peoples  Rights,  and  check  the.  Exorbitant 
Vqwu  of  fnch  of  our  Kings  $  have  If  *ny  time  attem- 
pted 


(  5  ) 
pted  to  ufurp  upon  them.  A  very  large  Proportion  alfb 
of  the  Lands  of  the  Nation  was>  in  thole  Times,  annexed 
to  the  Crown,  together  with  all  the  Military  Services 
dependent  thereon  ^  and  then  the  Poffeffions  of  the  Ab- 
bies  and  Monaitcrics  made  likewife  another  cuufiderabk 
Tenure  of  Lands. 

But  we  have  feen,  that  in  the  Courfe  of  one  Century, 
fince  the  foremen tioned  Reign 3    this  vafl  Allotment  of 
Property  (which  perhaps  amounted  to  not  iefs  than  three 
quarter  Parts  of  the  whole  Lands  of  the  Kingdom)  was 
quite  alienated  and  fold  off  trom  the  former  powerful 
Poflfeffors,  and  divided   into  the  hands  of  a  numerous 
Gentry  and  Commonalty,  who  (for  the  raoft  part)  by 
making  their  Purchafes  hi  fmallcr  Portions;  and  by  the 
Subdivisions  that  have  been  fince  made,  ncgle£tcd  the 
Military  Services    that  were  amiex'd  to   the   Tenures* 
(which   have   been 'fince  quite  abolifiVdJ    and  by  this 
means  the  mediate  Power  which  the  former  great  Pro- 
prietors of  Lands  exercis'd  over  at    leaft  Seven  Eight 
Parts  of  the  Militia  of  the  Kingdom  coming  to  fall,  the; 
Crown  took  to  the  immediate  Adminiftration  of  the 
whole;  which  great  Affumption  of  Powers  feems likely 
to  have  been   the  prevailing  Argument  with  the  falfe 
Politicians  of  K.  Charles  the  i/?'s  time,  to  put  that  Prince; 
(contrary  to  the  Goodnefs  of  his  own  Natural  Inclina- 
tion,) on  fome  Arbitrary  Methods  of  Government,  up- 
on a  Prefumption,  that  now  the  Strength  of  the  Lords 
was  broken,  there  was  no  Power  left  in  the  Kingdom 
able  to  difpute  or  oppofc  the  Royal  Will  and  PJcaf tc 
in  any  thing  •,  and  the  Parliament  of  41  were  doubtlcfs 
very  apprehenfive  of  the  Danger  that  threatened  the 
Conflitution  from  this  Encreafe  of  Power  on  the  Crown 
fide,  and  therefore  endeavoured  to  have  the  Militia  fet- 
tled by  A6t  of  Parliament  in  inch  a  way  that  it  might 
not  be  made   ufe  of  to  deftroy  the  People's   Liberies-, 
and  the  King's  utterly  rcfuffhg  to  confent  to  this3  feems 
to  be  the  principal  point  that  occafion'd  that  fatal  War 
between  him  and  his  Parliament. 

If  that  King  had  found  himfclf  In  the  Pofleffioil  of  all 
the  Ancient  Crown  Lands,  together  with  the  Military 
Strength  annex'd  to  them.,  he  might  have  been  enabled 
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to  raifc  and  maintain  fuch  an  Army  out  of  his  own  Lands, 
as  would  have  been  ftrong  enough  to  fubjugate  the  Nation  , 
becaufe  the  ballancing  Power  which  had  been  fix'd  in  the 
Peers  was  utterly  broken,  and  the  People  had  now  no 
vifible  Standard  to  rcfort  to  for  the  Defence  of  their  Li- 
berties: But  as  the  Natural  Power,  inherent  to  the 
Lands,  was  now  alfo  fallen  away  from  the  Crown,  it  foon 
became  vifible,  that  the  effe&ual  Strength  of  a  Limited 
Monarchy  is  infcparably  united  to  the  Property  of  the 
Lands  and  Riches  of  the  Nation  ;  for  tho'  the  King, 
with  the  Afiiftance  of  fuch  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry 
as  voluntarily  joyn'd  with  him  (many  of  them  rather 
with  an  Intent  to  afiift  him  to  come  to  good  Terms,  than 
really  to  enable  him  to  vanquifh  the  Parliament,  and 
withal  their  own  Liberties)  carried  on  the  War  with 
fome  Vigour  at  the  fir  ft  %  yet3  having  no  Fund  of  his  own 
either  of  Treafure  or  Strength,  the  fingle  Authority  of 
his  Prerogative  prov'd  but  an  artificial  and  precarious 
Power,  unable  long  to  hold  out  againft  the  real  and  na- 
tural Power  of  Property,  which  was  now  fo  largely 
vefted  in  the  People,  that  when  they  had  found  the 
way  to  put  their  Affairs  into  a  Method,  and  came  to 
feel  their  own  Strength,  they  were  able  to  bear  down  all 
before  them  •,  tho'  'tis  probable  that  this  Maxim  in  Po- 
liticks had  never  been  considered  by  the  King's  Advifers, 
till  they  came  to  be  convinced  by  this  "Unhappy  Ex- 
periment. 

'Tis  at  this  Period  then  that  I  would  place  the  begin- 
ning of  thofe  unhappy  Divfions,  which,  from  the  fame 
Original  Caufc,  and  by  the  fame  evil  Arts  and  fa&ious 
Difpofition,  tho'  diftinguifh'd  by  different  Names  of  mu- 
tual Reproach  and  different  Circumftances,  hath  con- 
tinued even  to  this  time  miferably  to  diftraft  the  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  and  obftru£t  the  Tranquility  of  our  dear 
Country. 

It  is  neither  in  my  Inclination  or  Purpofe,  to  vindi- 
cate any  of  thofe  many  ill  things  that  were  aded  in  the 
Profecution  of  that  Civil  War;  but  fince  my  Lord  Cla- 
rendon himfelf  fairly  acknowledges,  That  that  Prince  was 
milled  into  many  Miftakes  in  the  Condu&  of  his  Govern- 
mmt^  we  may  modeftly  fay,  that  'twas  the  proper  Bu- 
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I finefs  of  the  Parliament  to  infift  upon  a  through  Refor- 
mation of  all  that  been  done  amifs,  and  to  obtain  fuch 
|  Laws  as  might  effe&uaily  fecure  the  Liberties  and  Pro- 
perties of  the  People  from  the  like  Invafions  for  the  fu- 
ture :  If  the  King,  at  iirft,  adher'd  to  the  Advice  of  thofe 
who  diffuaded  him  from  giving  fuch  Satisfa£Hon  to  his 
Parliament  as  he  would  have  yielded  to  at  laft  \  and  if 
he  was  perfuaded  to  decide  the  Difpute  by  the  Sword, 
and  to  begin  it  by  difplaying  his  Standard  of  War  againft 
his  People,  what  couid  then  remain  for  them  to  chufe, 
but  either  to  give  up  for  ever  all  their  Rights  and  Li- 
berties, and  to  fubmit  themfelves  and  their  Posterity  to 
be  governed  by  the  Will  and  Pleafure  of  all  their  future 
Kings :  Or  to  refolve  to  defend  their  ancient  Laws  and 
Privileges  to  the  utmoft,  and  to  oppofe  Force  with 
Force? 

There  is,  doubtlefs,  a  true  Diftin£Hon  to  be  made  be- 
tween a  Rebellion  and  a  Civil  War  ^  the  firft  is  notorious, 
when  Subje£ts  take  up  Arms  againft  Lawful  Governors 
Lawfully  governing-,  but  when  a  Prince  violates  the 
Eftablifh'd  Laws  of  the  Nation,  raifes  Taxes  by  his  own 
Authority  contrary  to  the  known  Rules  oftheConfti* 
tution,  invades  the  Liberties  of  his  Subjefts  by  illegal 
Imprifonments,  unjufi"  Profecutions,  and  other  grievous 
Opprefhons,  and  per  fids  in  fuch  arbitrary  A&s  of  Go- 
vernmentfora  Courfe  of  Years-,  it  a  People  can  find  no 
other  means  to  preferve  their  moft  valuable  Imcrefh, 
but  by  having  recourfe  to  the  laft  Remedy,  and  fhall 
take  up  Arms  to  compel  fuch  a  Prince  ro  reftore  their 
Rights,  and  reform  his  ill  Government  ^  'tis  evident^ 
from  the  Hiftories  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  France  and  other 
Countries  that  grave  and  impartial  Hiftorians  have 
not  thought  fit  to  treat  this  way  of  oppofing  the  un- 
lawful Ufurpation  of  Princes  with  the  odious  Name  of 
Rebellion-,  and  'tis  obferv'd,  that  our  Parliaments  have 
had  the  Caution,  that  in  the  A&spafs'd  alter  the  Reite- 
ration, in  relation  to  the  preceding  War  between  the 
King  and  Parliament,  they  would  never  give  it  the 
Name  of  a  Rebellion,  doubtlefs  one  of  the  Considera- 
tion that  it  behov'd  them  to  keep  up  the  Sanation  of  the 
Parliamentary  Authority ;  and  that  that  War  was  au- 
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thoriz'd  by  a  Legal  Parliament,  who  had  Right  to  vin- 
dicate the  Liberty  of  the  Nation- 

The  Names  of  Reproach,  which  pafs'd  in  thefetimes,, 
were  Cavalier  for  thofe  who  iided  with  the  King,  and 
Roundheads  for  filch  as  took  part  with  the  Parliament  : 
Now  if  the  Intention  of  the  Later  were  no  other  than  to 
bring  the  Evil  Coimfellors  to  condign  Puniftiment,  to 
prevail  with  the  King  to  comply  in  a  jaft  Settlement  of 
their  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties,  and  then  to  reftorc 
him  to  the  Regal  State  under  fuch  Limitations  as  might 
fecurc  them  from  any  future  Invaftons  of  their  Rights  and 
Privileges,  (and  this,  I  believe.,  was  the  general  Defign 
of  thole  that  took  up  Arms  at  firft)  I  fee  no  reafon  why 
thofe  Roundheads  ihould  lie  under  a  harder  Cenfure  for 
what  they  a6led  at  that  time,  than  may  be  imputed  to 
our  felves  for  what  we  have  done  in  the  late  Happy 
Revolution,    for   the  refcuing  our  Laws  and  Religion 
from  the  Violations  of  the  late  King  James. 

Hitherto  you  will  fay  1  have  argued  like  a  Whig%  but 
I  (hall  foon  fhew  you  that  I  am  not  inclin'd  to  be  par- 
tial. When  this  very  reforming  Party  had  redue'd  the 
Forces  of  the  King,  and  'twas  in  their  power  to  have  put 
a  good  end  to  the  War,  they  fell  into  Faftions  and  Di- 
viiions  among  chemfelves,  and  many  of  thofe  that  had 
eminently  diftinguifh'd  themfelves  and  gain'd  the  Ap- 
plaufe  of  the  People,  entered  into  Defign s  to  advance 
their  own  Grandeur  ;  the  great  Officers  of  the  Army 
form'd  Cabals  in  theHoufe  of  Commons,  who  by  their 
Strength  and  Intercft  violated  the  Rights  of  Parliament, 
by  imprifoningfevcral  of  their  Fellow  Members  without 
juft  Caufe,  and  excluded  fuch  as  oppos'd  their  finifter 
Defigns,  without  filling  theHoufe  with  new  Eledtions^ 
fo  that  they  became  no  true  Reprefentative  of  the 
People,  and  carry'd  on  all  their  extravagant  Ad  ions  af- 
terwards by  a  imall  Number  of  their  own  Faftion  :  In 
fhort,  when  the  King  was  at  laft  brought  to  yield  to 
fuch  Terms  as  might  have  fettled  the  Nation  in  Peace, 
they  rejected  ail  manner  of  Accommodation  with  him, 
hurried  him  to  the  Block,  ufurp'd  the  Regal  Power, 
kept  up  the  Army  to  fupport  their  own  Tyranny,  op- 
prefs'd  the  People  witfr  illegal  Exa&ions,  and  rul'd  the 
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Three  Nations  by  the  Sword  5  and  if  thofc  who  fKIe 
the  whole  a  Rebellion,  had  but  diftinguifh'd  be- 
tween the  Commencement  of  the  Civil  War,  and  the 
time  when  thefe  A£tions  were  perpetrated,  I  fhouid  be 
content  to  allow  them  that  Term,  or  even  a  worfe  if 
they  could  invent  it. 

And  thus,  after  our  Fathers  had  fpent  their  Blood 
and  Treafure  to  refcue  their  ancient  vRighrs  and  Privi- 
leges from  the  Invafions  of  a  mifguided  but  Legal  King, 
they  were  cheated  out  of  all  by  the  Chiefs  of  their  own 
Side,  who  made  it  evident  to  the  World,  that  their  Hy- 
pocritical Zeal  for  Religion,  and  their  fpecious  Pretences 
for  Civil  Liberty,  were  made  ufe  of  as  Artifices  to  de- 
lude the  fimple  People,  and  make  them  their  willing 
Tools  whereby  to  accomplifh  their  own  ambitious  De- 
signs ^   and  I  have  the  rather  gone   fo  far   backwards 
to  bring  in  this  Inftance  of  the  Deceits  of  thefe  Men, 
becaufe  'tis  my  Intent  to  fhew  that  from  the  beginning 
of  our  Contefts  to  this  very  time,  the  Zeal  and  Affe- 
ctions of  the  People  have  always  been  kept  up  by  both 
Parties  with  fair  and   fpecious  Pretentions  of  Publick 
Good,  till  the  Heads  and  Leaders  of  either  Side  can  get 
themfelves  into  the  Saddle,  and  then  they  have  driven 
on  their  own  Interefts,  and  left  the  poor  People  to  fhift 
for  themfelves,  till  they  have  further  occafion  to  make 
ufe  of  their  Credulity, 

To  proceed  then  with  my  Obfervations  in  what  man- 
ner the  Frame  of  our  Government  is  varied  from  the 
ancient  Constitution,  and  to  (hew  what  mifchievous  In- 
,conveniencics  have  been  introduced  thereby;  as  I  have 
already  noted,  that  the  ancient  Poffeffions  alloted  for 
the  Support  of  the  Dignity  of  the  Crown  were  alienated, 
fo  now  after  the  Rettoration  (moftly)  there  was  a  ne- 
ceffity  to  find  out  fome  other  ways  of  railing  Money  to 
enlarge  the  fmall  Revenue  that  rcmain'd,  foas  it  might 
enable  the  King  to  live  honourably,  and  to  maintain 
the  Charge  of  the  Civil  and  Military  Lifts :  The  Cu- 
ftoms  on  Merchandize  were  much  advane'd,  great  Du- 
ties of  Excife,  together  with  that  of  Hearth-Money  were 
given,  and  thefe  new  ways  of  taxing  the  People  rc- 
qmVd  a  Multitude  of  Officers  for  the  Collection,  and 

many 
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many  profitable  Places  for  Men  of  Quality,,  all  in  the 
Gift  of  the  Crown,  and  confequcntJy  a  means  ot  enga- 
ging abundance  of  Creatures  and  Dependants  upon  it. 

It  may  be  aflferted  for  a  Truth  (though  it  has  been 
contefted  by  fomej  that  the  Representatives  of  the  Peo- 
ple (or  Houfe  of  Commons)  did  in  ours,  and  in  all 
right  Gottbk  Governments,  make  a  conftituent  pare  of 
the  Aflfembly  of  the  States,  (or  Parliament)  tho'  it  be 
certain  that  in  old  times  they  bore  a  much  leffer  Figure 
than  now,  and  were  much  at  the  Devotion  of  the  great 
Lords ;  but  as  their  Power  decreas'd,  that  of  the  Com- 
mons grew,  and  (as  is  faid  before)  their  larger  Share  of 
Property  has  naturally  devolved  the  Ballance  of  the  Go- 
vernment upon  them,  and  their  Authority  is  much  en- 
creas'd  fincc  the  Crown  is  brought  to  have  fo  great  a 
Dependence  upon  them  for  its  Support  •,  but  as  the  Com* 
mons  were  formerly  wont  to  be  ele&ed,  and  to  fit  and 
Vote  with  Freedom,  having  nothing  more  in  view  than 
to'ferve  their  Country  faithfully,  now  our  Kings  came 
to  apply  their  utmoft- Endeavours  to  influence  Elections^ 
and  then  to  gain  as  many  Members  as  they  could  into 
their  Interefts,  by  giving  them  Honours,  profitable  Pla- 
ces, and  Penfions :  So  that  cur  Parliaments  have  fince 
come  to  be  divided  into  the  Court  and  Country  Fa&ions, 
by  which  means  the  Crown  has  acquired,  a  new  fort  of 
Power,  that  has  fometimes  prov'd  more  dangerous  to 
our  Conftitution  than  its  former  Power,  which  (as  I 
have  (hewn)  was  founded  upon  Property,  becaufe  a  fuf- 
jficient  Ballance  was  provided   to  check  the  Excefs  of 
that  •,  whereas  this  introduces  a  Corruption  into  our  very 
Conftiution,  and  it  appears  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  diffi- 
culty to  provide  a  fnfficient  Remedy  againft  it. 

I  muft  not  omit  alio  to  obferve,  that  in  the  times  of 
Popery  the  great  Preferments  of  the  Church  depending 
upon  the  Pope,  the  Clergy  were  then  as  Zealous  as  the 
Temporalty  in  defending  the  Liberties  of  the  People 
againft  the  Ufurpations  of  the  Crown;,  but  when,  in 
the  Reign  of  Henry  the  VHIth,  the  Parliament  abolifh'd 
this  Foreign  Jurifdidion,  and  plac'd  the  Power  of  con- 
ferring the  Dignities  of  the  Church  in  the  King,  this  laid 
the  Foundation  for  Men  of  afpiring  Tempers,  fince  the 
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Reformation,  to  ftrain  their  inventions  to  form  fuch 
Schemes  of  Divinity  as  might  render  them  acceptable  to 
the  Court,  and  become  a  means  to  advance  them  to  Dea- 
naries  and  Biihopricks  •,  and  thus  they  came  to  wrcft  the 
holy  Scriptures,and  to  pervert  the  pure  and  uncontrover- 
ted  Do&rines  of  Chriftianity  to  maintain  Falfities  and 
Abfurdities,  to  flatter  Princes  with  an  Opinion  that  God 
had  plac'd  them  in  a  Sphere  above  all  human  Laws,  and 
that  they  were  accountable  to  him  alone  for  their  Malead- 
miniftrations  ^  to  teach  the  People  that  they  are  bound 
by  the  Precepts  of  the  Gofpel  to  pay  an  unlimited  paffive 
Obedience  to  Princes  in  all  poflible  Cafes ;  and  that  them- 
felves  may  not  want  a  fair  fharc  in  thefe  Heavenly  Privi- 
leges,  they  would  make  us  believe  that  they  are  Jure  Di~ 
*vtw  God's  peculiar  heritage  in  a  diftinft  Superiority  to 
the  Layety,  and  that  their  Order  is  exempted  from  any 
dependency  upon  the  State,  &c  But  I  fhall  leave  the  exa- 
mination of  thefe  Opinions  to  another  place,  my  intent 
at  prefent  being  only  to  (hew,  that  as  the  Clergy  are  di(- 
pers'd  over  the  whole  Kingdom,  and  have  a  great  influ- 
ence upon  the  People,  they  have  deluded  multitudes  of 
unthinking  Men  into  thefe  falfe  Notions  of  Government, 
and  almolt  perfwaded  them  out  of  their  own  Birth-right* 
and  have  ruin'd  more  than  one  King  by  mifieading  them 
into  the  a&ual  pra£tice  of  Arbitrary  Rule,  from  a  confi- 
dence that  thefe  PrincipJeswould  fupport  them  in  it :  And 
in  this  manner  they  are  become  another  additional  Power 
to  the  Crown  with  a  Mifchief,  for  it  has  operated  but  like 
a  Sword  in  the  hands  of  a  Madman,  to  his  own  defini- 
tion. 

By  what  has  been  faid  then  you'll  fee  that  the  eflTential 
Powers  of  our  Conftitution  are  very  much  chang'd,  and 
'tis  from  thence  that  thefirft  Occafion  of  all  our  National 
Contentions  fpn'ng,  while  on  the  one  hand,  the  Crown 
is  ftruggling  to  fupply  the  Lofs  of  it's  natural  Strength  by 
Arbitrary  or  Artificial  Innovations  •  and  the  People,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  contending  to  prefer/^  their  Ancient 
Rights  and  Privileges  $  when  in  the  mean  time  both  are 
made  a  prey  to  the  Ambition  and  Avarice  of  felf-fecking 
Men  •,  and  we  muft  always  expert  to  be  fubject  to  the 
breakings  out  of  this  old  Sore,  'till  fomc  good  Patriots 
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fhall  befo  hippy  as  to  find  out  fuch  a  Temperament  as 
may  make  the  Crown  cafy  and  the  People  fecure-,  where- 
in, as  it  will  always  be  the  true  Intereft  of  the  latter  to 
keep  to  the  ancient  Conftitution  as  near  as  poffible  in  pre- 
ferring the  Luftre  and  Salutary  Authority  of  the  Crown, 
fo  on  the  other,  it  will  be  more  for  the  eafe  and  fafety  of 
the  Prince,  tolofcenany  fuch  Powers  of  the  Prerogative, 
as  may  tend  to  keep  up  fears  and  jealoufies  in  the  Subje&s, 
and  which  indeed  are  more  apt  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  Fa- 
vourites and  evil  Minifters  to  promote  their  own  Gran- 
deur and  private  Gain,  than  to  contribute  any  real  Ad- 
vantage to  the  Crown. 

After  the  Reftoration,  the  Nat'on  run  into  an  excefs 
of  Loyalty,  and  ( except  the  violent  Perfection' of  the 
poor  Diffenters )  things  went  on  fmoothly  for  feveral 
Years,  the  generality  ot  the  People  not  much  concerning 
themielves  in  the  contefts  between  the  Court  and  Coun- 
try Parties  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  "till  after  the  Dif- 
covery  of  the  Popijh-Vlot,  which  alarm'd  the  whole  King- 
dom, and  then  all  forts  of  Proteftants  thought  themfel  ves 
equally  concerned  to  oppofe  the  impending  Danger,  the 
Court  itfelf  was  fore'd  for  a  time  to  give  way  to  the  Cur- 
rent, 'till  they  had  form'd  new  Intrigues  to  fham  the  Fo- 
piJh-Plot  and  turn  it  upon  thfc  Presbyterians  ;  too  many 
of  the  Clergy  came  into  this  Scheme,  and  by  theirs  and 
the  Court  influence  many  of  the  Gentry  and  common 
People  were  drawn  off  from  their  late  Indignation  againft 
Papifts,  and  taught  to  believe  that  the  Presbyterians  (  not 
excepting  the  other  Diffenters  )  were  a  more  dangerous 
People-,  and,  as  great  numbers  of  the  more  con  fiderate 
People  of  all  ranks  who  had  always  adhered  to  the  efta- 
bliih'd  Church,  join'd  with  the  Diffenters  in  the  common 
apprehenfion  of  the  danger  of  Popery,  and  in  their  mu- 
tual Jealoufy  of  the  Intrigues  of  the  Court-,  all  thefe  (who 
made  at  that  time  the  much  greater  Party  )  were  by  the 
others  reproach'd  with  the  appellation  of  Whigs,  which 
was  a  name  that  had  been  formerly  put  upon  the  Scotch 
Presbyterians  •,  they,  on  the  other  fide,  call'd  their  Ad- 
verfaries  Tories,  wfcich  originally  denoted  the  wild  lrifh 
Papifts :  And  thus  fcegan  thefe  opprobrious  Diftin&ions, 
which  with  fometimes  more  fometimes  lets  warmth, 
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have  divided  this  poor  Nation,  and  kept  up  Feuds  and 
Animofities  between  the  unhappy  People  for  more  than 
Thirty  Years. 

It  may  be  very  material  alfo  to  obfervetoyou,  that  as 
thefe  Names  of  diltinftion  are  taken  from  words  fignify- 
ing  Parties  differing  in  their  religious  Sentiments,  the 
"World  has  been  led  into,  and  (till  pcrfifts  in  a  miftake, 
as  if  the  one  fore  were  altogether  Diflenters,  and  the  o- 
ther  included  all  that  were  true  Church  of  £»^»//-mcn5 
whereas  there  has  always  been  a  great  number  of  the  Whig 
Party,  even  of  the  Clergy  as  well  as  the  Laiety,  who  are 
as  zealous  for  the  Epifcopal  Church  Government  as  the 
Tories  themfelves  •,  fo  that  they  are  indeed  more  truly  to 
be  accounted  Factions  in  the  State  than  in  the  Church  ; 
nor  can  we  have  a  more  juft  Idea  of  the  real  difference  be- 
tween them,  than  that  in  the  beginning,  the  Whigs  con/i- 
der'd  that  the  Duke  of  Tork  was  a  Papifl,  and  gave  Life 
and  Strength  to  that  Party  \  that  if  he  fhould  live  to  in- 
herit the  Crown,  our  Religion  and  Liberties  would  be  in 
the  utmoft  danger  •,  that  he  had  a  great  influence  over  the 
King  his  Brother  ^  that  fuch  Miniiiers  were  employed  in 
the  Adminiftration  of  the  Government  as  were  in  his  In- 
terefl:s,and  who  were  evidently  inclin'd  to  Arbitrary  mea- 
fures  -,  they  every  where  us'd  their  utmoft  diligence  in  the 
Ele&ions  of  Magiftrates  for  Corporations,  and  Members 
tor  Parliament,  tochufe  fuch  as  they  believYi  to  be  zea- 
lous for  the  good  of  the  Publick,  and  would  oppofe  the 
Defigns  of  the  Court  in  any  thing  that  might  tend  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  People  in  their  religious  or  civil  Rjghts; 
they  forefaw  and  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  many  Mif- 
chiefs  that  have  fincc  fallen  upon  us,  fo  that  all  Men  of 
candour  muft  coufck  that  they  were  then  true  Patriots, 
and  had  efpous'd  the  beft  Caufe:  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Tones  applauded  the  Duke  of  Tork  and  promoted  his  hue- 
reft  all  they  could  •,  they  contended  for  fuch  Elections  as 
fhould  be  intircly  devoted  to  the  Court  *  the  Magiftrates 
of  that  fide  opprefs'd  the  Whigs  with  vexatious  profccuti- 
ons>  violently- perfecuted  thofe  that  were  Piflentec?,  and 
went  fo  far,  as  by  pack'd  Juries  and  ftrain'd  Laws  to  de- 
ftrqy  fome  of  the  beft  Men  in  the  Kingdom  j  in  fhorr, 
chat  Generation  pf  Tories  gave  themfelves  up  to  fulfil  the 
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will  and  pleafure  of  the  Court  in  every  thing  that  lay  in 
their  Power,  and,by  what  we  have  fincefeen  come  to  pafs 
'tis  evident  that  they  engag'd  on  the  wrong  fide,,  and  were 
made  the  very  Inftruments  to  bring  about  thofeevil  De- 
iigns  of  the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Papifts,  which  broke  out 
upon  the  Nation  in  the  next  Reign  :  I  will  not  yet  doubt 
but  that  many  honeft  well- meaning  Men,  zealous  for  the 
Monarchy  and  the  Church,  were  impos'd  upon  by  the 
Leaders  of  that  Party  ?  (who  were  all  the  while  playing 
their  own  game  at  Court  preferments  )  and  deluded  into 
a  ground lefs  Jealoufy  that  the  Diffenters  were  aiming  at 
the  deftrucfron  of  both. 

When  the  late  King  James  fuccecdcd  to  the  Crown,  the 
Tories  deafened  him  with  the  noife  of  their  Addreffes 
from  all  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  ftuffd  with  expreflions 
of  the  moft  extravagant  Loyalty  and  unlimited  paffive  O- 
bedience  and  non-rdlftance,  profefiing  them  to  be  even 
Principles  of  their  Religion,  and  the  very  Chara&eriftic 
of  their  Church  >,  and,  after  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Rebel- 
lion of  the  unfortunate  Duke  of  Monmouth^  to  compleat 
die  enClaving  of  the  Nation,  (and  themfelves  withal) 
they  furnifh'd  him  with  a  formidable  (landing  Army; 
and  thus  provided  he  foon  difcover'd  his  long  proje&ed 
Scheme,  and  fell  on  amain  toeftablifh  Popery  and  Arbi- 
trary Power. 

ft  was  by  his  influence  (  when  Duke  of  York)  that  the 
violent  Perfections  were  carryed  on  againft  the  Diffen- 
ten,  and  the  Chief  Inftruments  were  known  to  be  his 
Creatures  and  Partizans  \  this  hard  ufage  had  begotten 
in  the  Diffenters  the  utmoft  Animofity  againft  the  perfe- 
cuting  Churchmen;  and  now  he  changes  the  Scene,  and, 
in  an  Inftancc  fo  plaufible,  breaks  through  all  the  Laws 
to  gratify  them,  (  and  the  Papifts  withal  )  with  a  Decla- 
ration for  Liberty  of  Confcience,  pretending  a'lfo  that  it 
had  always  been  his  own  Principle  •,  the  Charters  of  Cor- 
porations are  taken  away  and  ( by  the  difpenfing  Power  ) 
Diffenters  are  made  Magiftrates  to  revenge  themfelves 
upon  the  Churchmen,  and  thus  Proteftants  were  to  maul 
one  another  that  Popery  might  ilide  in  with  the  Jefs  noife 
and  refentrnent-,  Papifts  are  brought  into  the  ^King's  Pri- 
vy Council,  then  into  the  Iluwerfities,  and  Eccidiafti- 


cal  CommLflions  executed  to  deprive  fuch  of  thctr  Incum- 
bencies as  oppos'd  thefe  illegal  Innovations  $  Protectants 
are  turn'd  out,  and  Papifts  brought  into  the  Army  and 
Magiftracy  in  Ireland,  and  fo  that  whole  Kingdom  put 
into  their  hands  •,  Popifh  Chapels  are  fee  up  and  Mafs 
publickly  celebrated  in  the  City  of  London  -,  Papifts 
made  Officers  in  the  Engiiih  Army  ;  and  at  laft  an  Army 
of  five  Thoufand  Papifts  brought  over  from  Ireland. 

At  length  the  flattering  Addreffers  and  Adorers  of 
James  the  Juft  have  their  Eyes  open  d  to  fee  how  near  Po- 
pery and  Tyranny  was  approach'd  to  their  own  dwel- 
lings •>  now  they  begin  to  ftir  themfclves,  Seven  Bifhops 
( to  their  great  honour  be  it  remembred  tho'  they  had 
been  all  of  the  high  fide  )  took  the  courage  to  Petition 
the  King,  for  wh'ch  ihey  were  fent  to  the  Tower ,  the 
whole  Party  were  f  rightcn'd  out  of  their  paflive  Obedi- 
ence and  Non-refiftance  Do&rine,  ( I  mean  in  that  undi- 
ftinguifh'd  Senfethat  many  of  them  had  preach'd  it)  they 
enter'd  into  a  Confederacy  (  other  wife  cal  I'd  a  Tlot )  to  in- 
vite the  Prince  of  Orange  to  come  over  with  an  Army, 
(  not  to  refill  or  compel,  you'll  fay,  but  with  Prayers  and 
Tears,  or  fome  way  or  other )  to  bring  King  James  to 
reafon,  and  re-eftabiifli  the  Religion,  Laws  and  Liberties 
of  the  Nation  on  a  fecure  Foundation  •,  now  they  court- 
ed the  If  bigs  (  who  were  forward  enough  to  join  with 
them,  it  having  always  been  their  Principle  to  endeavour 
to  retorm  what  was  amifs  in  the  Government)  and  pro- 
fefs'd  their  readinefs  to  come  to  a  temper  for  the  Eafe  of 
tender  Confciences  •,  and  thus  when  they  themfelves  came 
to  feel  the  weight  of  the  Power  which  they  had  been  fa 
many  Years  raifing  up,  they  faw  their  Error  before  it- 
was  quite  too  late,  and  both  Parties  heartily  join'd  ta 
bring  about  the  late  happy  Revolution  $  tho',  ro  their 
honour,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  for  almoft  the 
whole  merit  of  the  contrivance  j  and  the  larger  fhare  of 
the  fuccefs,  we  ftood  indebted  to  the  Tones. 

But  as  foon  as  the  Convention  Parliament  came  to  de- 
clare King  James  abdicated,  the  Throne  Vacant,  and 
to  fettle  the  Crown  upon  King  William  and  Queen  Maryx 
Behold  I  the  Tory  Spirit  returns  upon  many  of  them  a- 
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Naturam  expellas  furca  licet  ufque  recurret. 

they  fhruggled  to  fet  up  a  new  fort  of  Government,  a  Re- 
gency over  a  King  that  was  a  grown  Man,  a  thing  that 
our  Laws  never  knew,  probably  they  had  a  mind  to  be 
Regents  themfelves  :  Surely  if  the  People  have  power  fo 
far  to  unking  their  King,  and  leave  him  nothing  but  the 
bare  name-,  they  u^d  their  Authority  much  better  in  ma- 
king a  new  King,  and  keeping  to  the  Conftitution  :  But 
thoie  of  them  who  refus'd  to  (wear  to  the  new  King  and 
Queen,  (  in  that  yet  much  honefter  Men  than  thofc  that 
took  the  Oaths  and  remain'd  Enemies  to  the  Govern- 
ment )  how  could  they  have  better  kept  their  Oaths  and 
maintain'd  their  Allegiance  to  King  James,  if  they  had 
fet  up  a  Regency  over  him  >  However,  I  muft  ftilJ  own 
that  the  wifer  and  better  part  of  thofc  that  had  been  call'd 
Tones  became  true  Converts,  came  into  the  Government, 
and  I  doubt  not  ( though  they  may  have  fometimes  con- 
tended about  other  matters)  but  that  they  have  been^ 
hearty  in  it's  fupport  ever  fince. 

And  now  the  Fa&ions  are  at  peace  for  a  time,  and  the 
general  expe&ation  was,  that  fome,  at  lead,  of  the  ma- 
ny that  had  been  the  Advifers  and  Inftruments  of  King 
Jame^s  Maleadminillration  would  have  been  punifhed  for 
an  Example  to  deter  others  from  the  like  Attempts ;  and 
that  Laws  fhould  be  made  to  fettle  the  Government  on 
fuch  a  foundation  that  it  might  not  be  in  the  power  of 
any  future  King  to  endanger  the  Rights  of  the  Nation  : 
For  the  firft,  it  feem'd  as  if  King  James  alone  in  his  own 
Perfon  had  done  all  the  mifchief,  for  not  one  Man  could 
be  found  whom  they  thought  worthy  to  be  profecnted : 
The  other  Point,  for  fencing  the  ConiKtution  againft  any 
future  invaflons  of  the  Crown,  was  ilightly  pafs'd  over 
with  only  a  Bill  of  Rights,  which  was  no  more  than  a 
bare  Recognition  of  fuch  Privileges  as  were  well  known 
to  be  the  Peoples  due  before  •,  but  no  Provifion  was  then 
made  for  frequent  Parliaments,  for  punifhing  the  Delin- 
quency of  Minifters  of  State,  or  for  purging  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  from  the  Pead  Weight  of  Court  Officers  and 
Dependents ,  on  the  contrary  3  'twas,  now  become  the 
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Language  of  Whigs,  that  we  muft  not  make  the  King  & 
Doge  of  Venice^  (though  no  body  thought  of  any  filch  ex- 
tream  )  nor  make  the  Crown  unealy  for  him  to  wearer. 
The  truth  is,  that  many  of  the  Leaders  of  the  Whig  Party 
run  into  the  Court  for  Preferments,  and  were  very  well 
content  to  fit  down  with  a  mixture  of  Tories  to  teach  them 
their  bufinefs,  and  that  leaven  foon  prov'd  ftrong  enough 
I  to  leaven  the  whole  Lump* 

At  the  beginning  of  this  Government  the  Whigs  had  the 
Afcendent3  but  in  a  little  time  the  Tories  got  ftrength,  and 
the  King  was  perfwaded  to  change  the  Militia  and  the  Jlh, 
I  ftices  in  their  favour  *  however  the  former  prevailing  in 
theHoufe  ofCommons3  work'd  out  the  later  again.,  and 
(with  a  few  of  the  complying  Tories  )  kept  in  the  Admi- 
niftration  'till  the  later  end  of  this  Reign  ^  but  we  were 
foon  con vine'd  by  woful  experience  chat,  like  the  Round- 
heads in  the  Oliverian  time,  they  were  no  fooner  got  into 
Power,  but  their  former  zeal  for  the  publick  turn'd  ail 
into  words  and  profefiionS)  when  in  deeds  they  greedily 
purfu'd  their  own  private  Interefts,  and  fell  on  the  rea- 
died: ways  to  enrich  themfelvcs  at  the  Nation's  coft,  pro- 
ftituting  their  Principle  to  their  profit  :  'Lis  true  indeed 
(what  they  faid  for  themfelves )  that  Wbigifm  do's  not 
oblige  us  to  Hand  always  in  oppoiition  to  the  Court  when 
they  manage  every  thing  well  \  but  thefe  Men  were  fo 
tender  of  difpleafing,  and  fo  devoted  to  ingratiate  them- 
felves with  the  Court  for  Places  and  Advancement,  that 
they  came  into  all  the  wrong  meafurcs  that  were  taken 
in  that  Reign. 

It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  the  mod  natural 
way  of  exerting  the  Power  of  this  Ifland  in  time  of  War 
has  been  by  our  Naval  Expeditions,,  wherein  we  are  cer- 
tainly capable  of  being  Superiotir  to  any  of  our  Neigh- 
bours-, (but  unhappy  for  us)  King  William's  Gamm  in- 
clining more  to  Land  Armies,  we  were  drawn  in  by  dc- 
grces3  from  the  moderate  Quota  which  was  agreed  to 
at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  to  maintain  fo  great  an 
Army  beytmd  Sea,  that  the  Nation  was  drained  of  not 
lefs  than  two  Millions  of  its  Treafure  for  ieveral  fucccC- 
five  Years,  whilft  in  the  mean  time  we  fell  into  fo  Scan- 
dalous a  management  of  our  Sea  Affairs,  that  our  Coalb 
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were  infultcd  5  our  Fleet  beaten  d  and  our  Merchants 
ruin'd  by  the  depredations  of  the  Enemies  Privateers.  We 
did  indeed  at  length  gain  a  confiderable  Advantage  over 
the  French  Fleet,  and  burn'd  feveral  of  their  beft  Ships  at 
La  Hogue^  and,  it  that  Vi&ory  had  been  clofely  purfu5d5 
there  appear'd  the  utmoft  probability  of  deftroying  the 
reft  *  but  it  feem'd  as  if  fomc  People  had  no  mind  to  break 
the  Naval  Power  of  France  at  once  •,  for  the  Admiral  re- 
turn'd  immediately  into  Port,  and  tho'  he  was  forthwith 
ordered  out  again  to  attempt  thofe  Ships  that  had  fav'd 
themfelves  at  St.  Malo^  he  made  fo  many  frivolous  delays 
that  the  Enemy  gain'd  time  to  fortify  themfelves  fo  well 
that  nothing  could  then  be  done  -,  and  being  accus'd  in- 
Parliament  for  his  Mifmanagement  in  that  whole  Affair, 
his  Friends  the  Whigs  were  ftrong  enough  to  bring  him  off, 
with  a  Vote  of  Thanks  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  into 
the  bargain  :  But  any  one  that  will  be  at  the  pains  to  ex- 
amine the  Minuits  of  theHoufeof  Lords  upon  that  Accu- 
fation,  will  find  great  Reafon  to  fufpe£b5  that  there  was 
either  Treachery  in  the  Cafe,  or  at  leaft  fo  apparent  a 
deficiency  in  Conduft,  that  fuch  a  Perion  ought  never 
more  to  have  been  entrufted  with  the  Command  of  the 
Royal  Navy;  and  yet  even  after  this,  he  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  continue  in  that  weighty  Employment  'till  he 
gaind  a  vaft  Eftate  \  and  had  Intereft  enough  to  obtain  a 
Privy  Seal  for  the  paffing  his  Accounts,  after  he  had  been 
accus'd  by  an  honeft  Coromiflioner  of  the  Vi&ualing  for 
having  defrauded  the  Publick  of  great  Sums.  But  to  re- 
turn to  the  Whig  Adminiftration. 

The  War  created  a  vaft  Receipt  in  the  Treafury,  and 
we  have  feen  what  Mighty  Eftates  have  been  fince  rais'd 
by  many  of  thofe  through  whofe  hands  the  publick  Mo- 
ney has  pafs'd  ^  never  was  the  Nation  engag'd  in  fo  great 
an'Expcnce,  never  fo  loofe  a  Management  •,  the  Publick 
run  into  debt,  and  the  People  that  trufted  it  paid  with 
diftant  Tallies,  which  crept  up  from  io  to  20,  go,  40, 
50  per  Cent,  difcount,  for  which,  to  be  fure,  the  Govern- 
ment imift  pay  in  proportion  for  what  they  bought  •, 
great  prarmios  given  for  the  borrowing  of  ready  Money  -, 
the  Coyn  bf  the  Kingdom  fpoiPd  through  the  lupine  ne- 
glect (  if  not  connivance  in  fome  )  of  thoft  who  had  the 
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Direction  of  the  publick  Receipts  ;  private  Advantages 
made  of  the  publick  Money  •>  Accountants  fuffered  to  Jye 
behind  in  their  Accounts  to  the  lofs  and  defrauding  of 
the  Publick  \  Mifapplication  of  Taxes,  and  no  care  ta- 
ken for  the  difcovery  or  prevention  of  thefe  Abufes. 

It  had  been  the  part  of  a  provident  and  careful  Mini" 
ftiry,  when  they  had  found  by  two  or  three  Years  pro- 
grefs  of  the  War,  at  what  ex  pence  it  might  be  fuppor  ted  * 
to  have  fought  out  effe&ual  means  to  raife  annual  Supplies 
fufficient  to  carry  on  the  War  without  involving  the  Na- 
tion in  Debt  ^  but  thefe  took  up  with  mean  Proje6ts  for 
raifing  Money,  and  gave  divers  inefficient  Funds,  'twas 
enough  with  them  to  give  in  name  the  Sum  required,and 
they  had  no  more  to  care  for,  than  to  add  in  the  Defici- 
ency to  the  next  Year's  Sum  total,  and  then  as  deficiently 
to  fupply  it  •,  from  which  improvidence  (  if  not  artifice  ) 
arife  fo  many  diftant  TallieSj  and,  the  depreciating  of 
the  publick  Credit,  whereby  the  Nation  loft  fome  Mil- 
lions, which  the  Tally- Jobbers  and  Money-mongers  (  not 
excluding  the  skilful  Minifters  and  their  Friends)  got 
among  them;  and  they  had  fo  little  regard  to  provide 
for  the  future,  that  the  annual  Revenues  of  the  Excifes^ 
Cuftoms,^.  were  made  Funds  of  Appropriation  to  pay 
high  Intereft  for  Millions  taken  up  every  Year  for  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  War,  'till,  by  a  continuando  after  this  evil 
precedent,  the  Kingdom  is  become  plung'd  into  aa  im- 
menfe  Debt,  to  be  work'd  off  by  a  prolongation  of  heavy 
Taxes  on  us  and  our  Pofterity  for  a  long  trad  of  Years  to 
come  •,  and  we  are  at  length  lb  far  exhaufted  that  it  will 
be  impoffible  for  us  to  fuftain  the  War  much  longer  iit 
this  way  i  when  yet  we  have  the  mortification  to  refieft, 
that  all  this  Mifchief  might  have  been  prevented  by  an 
honeft  and  prudent  Management  at  fir  ft  5  for  'tis  plain 
that  five  Millions  per  Ann.  would  have  defrayed  the  whole 
Expence  of  the  Government  from  the  beginning,  and 
kept  us  clear  of  Debt,  and  tho'  we  have  been  brought  by 
degrees  to  raife  a  fix'a  annual  Revenue,  which  (  with  the 
Land  and  Malt-Tax  )  amounts  to  more  than  that  Sum, 
yet  the  better  half  thereof  muft  now  be  apply'd  to  pay 
Taxes  id  dm  fello'W  Subjects  for  Intereft-Money  and 
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Annuities,  and  wc  are  to  feck  for  above  two  Millions  per 
Ann,  more  tolupport  the  War. 

But  the  wor(l  is  yet  to  come  \  that  detefhble  Art  of 
poyfoning  our  Conltitution  by  corrupting  the  Members 
of  the  Houie  of  Commons  with  Gifts,  Places  and  Prefer- 
ments, was  praftis'd  by  them  with  as  much  application, 
and  as  fuccelsfully  as  it  had  ever  been  in  the  Tory  times  ^ 
what  Sums  of  Money  have  been  employ'd  in  that  way 
is  hard  to  difcover,  but  the  turning  out  and  bringing 
into  Places,  according  as  Members  behav'd  themfelvcs  in 
their  Votes,  was  notorious  to  all  the  World,  and  twen- 
rv  Expeftants  were  kept  in  awe  for  one  vacant  Place, 
thofethat  mifs'd  it  at  laft,  being -ftill  kept  in  hopes  that 
their  turn  would  come  next  \  from  whence  it  came  to 
pais  that  for  fcveral  Years  together,  a  great  Majority  of 
theHoufe  of  Commons  were  led  and  governed  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  Miniftry,  and  voted  unanimoufly  in 
whatever  they  dircfted  •,  the  Mifcarriages  of  Men  in  great 
Trufts  •,  the  wrong  Methods  of  managing  the  War,  the 
iniiapplying  the  publick  Money  ,  exorbitant  Grants  to 
Favourites •,  and  that  fcandalous  Squandering  away  of  the 
liifk  Forfeitures  to  the  value  of  near  a  Million,  which 
was  afterwards  recovered  by  an  Aft  of  Rcfumption  ^  all 
thele  defttuftive  Enormities,  which  it  was  the  Bufinefs 
of  Parliaments  to  inquire  into  and  lee  redrefs'd,  were 
iuffered  to  go  on  without  Controul. 

But  what  will  fix  a  perpetual  mark  of  Infamy  on  the 
Heads  of  that  Whig  Miniftry  is,tbat  (  being  under  Appre- 
hensions that  thev  fhould  be  laid  by  after  the  Peace  )  they 
were  the  Men  who  entered  into  a  Compaft  with  King 
William,  that  if  he  would  keep  them  and  their  Friends  in 
his  Miniftry,  they  would  irfe  their  Intercft  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  procure  him  a  Handing  Army  of  Twen- 
tv  Thoufand  Men  •,  and  tho'  in  this  worfe  than  Tory  at- 
tempt, the  wife  and  honeft  Men  of  their  Party  deferted 
them,  and  they  could  not  carry  their  Point,  yet  they 
ftrirggled  hard  to  keep  up  as  many  of  the  Army  as  pof- 
fibte,  anddifpers'd  Pamphlets  to  perlwade  the  liliy  Peo- 
ple among  their  own  Party,  that  Forces  kept  up  from 
Year  to  Year  by  Confent  of  Parliament,  were  not  to  be 
accounted  a  (landing  Army,  and  that  the  great  number 
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of  Forces  continued  by  the  French  King,  and  I  know  not 
what  other  circumitances,  made  it  abfoliitely  ncceffary 
for  a  time  ;  nay  they  have  intuited  fince  the  ihort  dura- 
tion  of  the  Peace,  and  would  have  it  thought  they  were 
in  the  right,  and  that  none  but  King  Williams  Enemies 
were  for  disbanding  the  Army  \  but  ail  this  is  odious 
Language  from  the  Mouth  of  a  Wbig^  with  whom  it 
Ihould  be  a  Maxim  never  to  be  departed  from,  not  to 
truft  the  Crown  with  any  fuch  over-ballance  of  Power  as 
can  enable  it  to  endanger  the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  ♦, 
the  narrow  efcape  we  had  fo  lately  made,  might  have 
been  a  fufficient  Argument  again ft  ever  fuffcring  a  ftaadt 
ing  Army  for  the  future-,  and  is  it  not  evident  to  a  De- 
monftration,  that  when  the  Crown  is  in  the  poffeflion  of 
a  more  immediate  Power  over  the  Militia  than  ever  our 
ancient  Conftitution  admitted,  and  fhall  withal  have  a 
regular  Army  at  it's  Command,  that  then  the  People 
will  have  nothing  at  all  left  for  their  defence,  but  rmift 
intirely  depend  upon  the  meer  goodnefs  of  the  Prince,, 
and  the  honefty  of  his  Minifters  for  the  enjoyment  of 
their  Rights  ?  And  tho*  it  be  acknowledge  that  we  had 
nothing  to  fear  from  King  William^  yet 'tis  never  good 
Policy  to  create  fuch  Precedents,  and  what  after  King 
will  think  himfelf  kindly  Uvd  if  a  Parliament  fhoulci  re~ 
fufe  to  truft  him  with  the  fame  Confidence  I  If  then,  to 
allow  them  their  mod  plaudble  Argument,  it  had  been 
judg'd  requifite  to  have  kept  up  an  Army  for  fome  time, 
I  am  lure  that  when  I  was  firft  a  Wbig^  we  fhou'd  have 
accounted  it  abominable  Toiifm,  to  have  entrufted  the  en- 
tire difpofal  of  them  to  any  King  whatfoevcr,  and  that 
at  leaft  the  Money  rais'd  to  maintain  them,  ihould  have 
been  put  under  the  Dire&ion  of  Parliamentary  Com- 
miflioncrs. 

But  our  Court  Whigs  were  by  this  time  grown  fo  very 
tender  of  the  Prerogative,  that  they  fhew'd  little  regard 
for  fecu  ring  the  Properties  of  the  People  ;  Many  Millions 
have  been  advanced  upon  the  Funds  of  the  appropriated 
Revenues,  but  ftill  the  Receipts  and  Payments  are  to  pals 
through  the  oldCourfe  of  the  Exchequer  ;  what  if  ever 
hereafter  a  King  (hould  arife  that  would  not  think  him- 
felf fafe  without  a  (landing  Army  5  we  don't  Jay  chit  our 
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Kings  may  not  by  their  own  Authority  raife  as  many 
Forces  as  they  can  maintain,  but  the  Ballance  againft  that 
Power  is,  that  they  can't  fupport  them  without  Parlia- 
mentary Aids  •,  but  what  if  fuch  a.  King  fhould  (according 
to  a  former  Precedent  )  flop  the  Payments  of  the  Exche^ 
quer?  He  would  certainly  find  means  enough  to  main- 
tain a  good  Army,  but  the  Subje6ts  would  find  them- 
felvesin  a  poor  Condition  to  difpute  vmth  him  for  their 
Rights  and  Properties:  Could  any  Courtier  have  main- 
tained an  Argument  againft  the  reafonablenefs  of  confti- 
luting  Truftees  by  Authority  of  Parliament  for  the  receiV 
ving  in 3  and  Diltribution  of  thefe  Revenues^  which  were 
now  become  the  purchased  Property  of  the  People  ?  Or 
can  we  imagin  that  the  King  would  have  fcrupled  the  gra- 
tifying the  Publick  with  fuch  a  Security  at  that  time  of 
day  l  What  then  can  we  fay  or  think  of  the  Wifdom  or 
Honefty  of  thofe  Whig  Minifters,who  to  render  themfelves 
grateful  to  the  Court^  and  that  they  might  make  their 
own  Fortunes,  betray'd  the  Nation  into  fo  loofe  and  pre- 
carious a  Condition^  as  well  in  regard  to  their  Liberties 
as  to  their  Eiiates  l 

But  we  have  yet  another  Piece  of  cunning  to  remark  in 
this  Miniftry  :  The  Houfe  of  Commons  began  to  fall  in- 
to the  consideration  that  'twas  fit  for  them  to.  appoint  In- 
ipe&ors  into  the  publick  Managements,  and  accordingly 
they  proceeded  to  conftitute  CommiJfioncrs  for  examin- 
ing the  publick  Accounts  ;  for  ftatingthe  Accounts  of  the 
Army  ;  for  inquiring  into  the  htjh  Forfeitures,  &c  But 
thefe  crafty  Minifters  ftartrd  a  Notion  that  'twou'd  be  dif-  . 
honourable  and  unbecoming  Parliament  Men  to  ere£l 
new  Places  of  Profit  for  themfelves,  and  fo  after  a  while 
they  perfwaded  the  Houfe  to  exclude  their  own  Members 
from  being  nominated  to  thofe  Employments  5  weil 
fqrefeeingf .-that  this  would  be  the  Hkelieft  way  to  bring 
them  intda  neglect  of  thefe  Scrutinies,  when  they  were 
like  to  get  nothing  for  themlelvcs ;  but  the  Myftery  was, 
that  if  the  Parliament  fhonici  come  into  this  right  way  of 
husbanding  the  National  Bufinefs,  k  might  not  on.ly'dif- 
foyer  and  deftroy  the  profitable  juggling  of  the  Co.urs 
Managers.,  but  it  a  competent  Number  of  good  Employ- 
ments fliould  once  come  into  the  annual  difpofal  of  the 
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Houfe  of  Commons  to  reward  their  moft  ufeful  and  de- 
ferring Members,many  would  come  to  be  drawn  off  from 
their  dependence  upon  the  Court ,  when  they  might  ex- 
pe6t  a  quicker  Advancement  by  exerting  their  fidelity  to 
the  National  Intereft  in  the  Houfe  :  But  if  this  provident 
care  had  been  exercis'd  fo  far  by  the  Parliament,  as  that 
they  had  from  the  beginning  appointed  Commiffioncrs  of 
their  own  to  infpeot  the  true  Mulders  of  the  Army,  and 
to  have  overfeen  the  Payment  of  the  Armies,  Fleet,  and 
all  other  Disburfments  relating  to  the  War,  I  leave  it  to 
any  thinking  Man  tocon/ider  whether  the  Nation  might 
not  have  fav'd  many  Millions  in  the  Expencc,  and  have 
made  much  greater  Efforts  in  the  proiecution  of  the  War  ? 
I  know  well  that  the  prerogative  Whigs  have  been  ready 
to  object  again  ft  fuch  an  Interpolation  of  the  Parliament 
in  the  executive  part  of  the  Government,  as  an  entrench- 
ment upon  the  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  \  and  tho'  I  am 
as  far  as  themfelves  trom  defiring  to  alter  the  true  Me- 
thods of  the  Adminiftration,  yet  as  the  railing  of  fuch 
va ft  Taxes  yearly  upon  the  People,  and  fuch  a  way  of 
managing  War,  were  things  wholly  unknown  and  unpro- 
vided for  by  our  Anceftors ;  I  can  fee  no  juft  Reafon, 
fince  now  the  People  bear  the  whole  Expcnce,  why  their 
Reprefentatives  (hould  not  think  it  their  duty  to  conftitute 
Stewards  of  their  own,  to  fee  their  Money  well  husband- 
ed 5  nor  yet  are  we  without  former  Precedents  of  our  Par- 
liaments having  nam'd  Commiffioners  to  manage  the 
Taxes  they  have  given. 

The  Project  of  Exchequer  Bills  was  ferviceable  to  the 
Government  at  that  time,  tho*  the  Circulation  was  con- 
triv'd  in  fuch  a  way  that  the  Nation  paid  dear  for  it,  all 
which  might  have  been  fav'd  by  raifing  one  half  Million 
in  ready  Money  at  firft,  which  might  have  maintained 
the  circulating  Cafti  from  time  to  time,  but  then  them- 
felves and  their  Friends^  who  had  always  the  preference 
of  fubferibing  what  they  pleas'd  (  and  'tis  believ'd  that 
much  of  it  was  fupply'd  with  the  publick  Money  )  would 
have  loft  the  opportunity  of  getting  many  Thoufand 
Pounds.  The  keeping  up  the  Fees  of  the  Exchequer 
when  the  multiply'd  Taxes  created  fo  vafta  Receipt,  nay 
the  taking  Fees  for  that  very  Money  that  was  brought  in 
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fobc  recoin'd,  was  an  unreafonable  Improvidence  to  the 
Fublick,  however  very  gainful  to  the  Officers.  Moreo- 
ver, their  felling  of  Piaces3  negledting  many  deferving 
Men  of  their  own  Party  (and  even  the  extraordinary  Mr. 
'Johnfon  )  that  had  been  fufferers  in  the  late  Reigns,  never 
offering  to  take  off  the  Sacramental  Teft  when 'twas  in 
their  Power,  cum  •multis  ahis^  were  Pecfadilios  in  compa- 
rifon  with  their  greater  Faults.  After  all,  it  muft  be  laid 
in  their  Commendation,  that  they  were  always  hearty  in 
the  fupporting  King  William's  Government,  but  withal 
they  were  ever  for  doing  it  in  fuch  ways  as  they  might  be 
iiire  to  get  moft  by  it. 

Thus  thefe  Miniftersand  their  Mercenary  or  Mifguided 
Party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  became  as  intirely  de- 
Yoted  to  the  Court  as  the  Tories  formerly  had  been,  (  with 
this  laudable  diftinftion  however,  that  the  later  (acrifie'd 
our  Liberties  and  all,  but  the  former  only  our  Purfes) 
and  were  in  their  Aftions  realy  turn'd  Tories,  tho'  they 
ftill  affe£ted  to  be  accounted  as  good  Whigs  as  ever,  and 
generally  the  well-meaning  People  of  that  fide  through 
fhe  Nation,  not  feeing  into  their  mifdeeds,  nor  diftin- 
gu ifhing  between  the  name  and  the  thing,  continued  their 
good  Opinion  of  them,  and  'twas  naufeous  to  fee  how 
their  Creatures  and  Emiffaries  laboured  in  Coffee-houfes 
and  publick  Converfation  to  give  favourable  turns  to  e- 
very  thing  they  did,  hide  their  Faults,  and  keep  up  their 
Reputation  with  the  Party  \  and  tho5  this  has  been  the 
common  Artifice  of  both  fides  to  delude  their  Followers 
and  engage  them  heartily  to  efpoufe  their  Interefts,  yet 
things  will  always  fpeak  themfelves,  and  we  have  feen 
and  felt  the  many  Mifchiefs  that  have  been  brought  upon 
the  Nation,  and  know  under  whofe  colidu£t  Affairs  have 
been  managed  when  we  have  been  made  to  fuffer  by  ei- 
ther Faction  in  their  turns;  both  have  taken  care  to  pro- 
vide well  for  themfelves,  but  the  Tories  better  for  their 
Friends  than  the  Whigs. 

ThcTones  had  lain  under  a  long  mortification  to  fee 
their  Adverfaries  rule  the  roaft  and  themfelves  kept  our, 
and  this,  as  'tis  natural  for  Men  in  Affliction,  gave  them 
pccaiion  toco.nfider  the  Misfortune  of  a  Nation  when  the 
publick  Affairs  arg  y|ifgit^fiiJ|y  |r$^g'4>  m^ny  oftherq. 
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who  in  their  younger  years  had  been  iedue'd  by  the  LeaJ 
dcrs  of  that  Faction  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  engage 
in  their  wrong  Meafures,  were  grown  older  and  wifer, 
and  like  thofe  we  call'd  enlightened-  Cava  liers,  faw  their 
former  miftakes,  and  efpous'd  the  Country-lntereft,  if 
fome  did  it  in  Policy  to  make  themfelves  popular,  I  will 
not  doubt  but  others  did  it  upon  Principle,  however,  the 
Nation  was  ferv'd  by  both,  and  we  havecaufe  to  rejoice 
in  it,  as  the  Apoftle'did  when  Chrift  was  preach'd  out  of 
contention  •,  and  thus  the  Tories  themfelves  became  Whigs 
in  pra&ice,  may  they  never  repent  the  change  :  Divers 
alfo  of  the  old  ftanch  W%j  kept  fteddy  to  their  Principle* 
and  form'd  what  we  call'd  the  Flying  Squadron^  dividing 
from  the  Courtiers  on  fuch  Occaflons  when  they  faw  the 
publick  Good  negle&ed,  and 'tis  well  known  how  induf- 
trious  the  Party  were  to  calumniate,  vilify  and  render  o- 
dious  the  Harlys^  the  Fokjs,  g>cc.    Who  were  account- 
ed the  Principals  in  this  (as  they  reckoiVd  it)  defection, of 
whom  it  may  be  truly  faid,  they  have  born  the  reproach 
of  many  ^  however,  they  may  be  worthily  efteem'd  the 
Inftruments  of  much  good  to  the  Nation  in  their  joining 
with  (  thofe  that  were  (till  call'd  )  the  Tory  Party,  to  {top 
the  career  of  thofe  corrupted  Whigs ,  whereby  many  a 
Hundred  Thoufand  Pound  came  to  be  fav'd  to  the  pub- 
lick,the  forfeited  Eftates  of  Ireland  were  redaim'd,and  this 
deftrucHve  Miniftry  with  much  ado  work'd  out  atlaft. 
By  this  time  both  the  Fa&ions  had  taken  their  fuc- 
ccfiive  turns  of  humiliation,  and  their  heats  were  pretty 
well  allay'd/while  in  the  mean  time,the  People  had  found 
by  experience  that  (f peaking  of  the  Leaders)  neither 
Barrel  had  prov'd  the  better  Herring,  fo  that  they  were 
grown  more  calm  and  indifferent  in  their  affections  for 
Parties  than  they  had  been  for  feverai  Years  pa(t,andmoft 
Men  feem'd  rather  to  delire  that  the  publick  Affairs  fhould 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  honeft  and  moft  moderate 
Perfons  of  both  forts,than  that  it  fhould  fall  into  either  ex- 
tream,  and  the  King  bimfelf,  who  had  been  too  much 
inclined  to  make  his  Advantage  of  Party,  ( tho'  1  believe 
without  ever  having  had  any  defign  to  invade  our  Liber- 
tics  )  came  into  this  difppfuion  towards  the  latter  end  of 
his  Reign, 

After 
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After  Her  prefent  Majefty's  happy  Acceflion  to  the 
Crown,  this  moderate  temper  continued  for  fomc  time, 
'till  through  the  Competition  pf  fome  great  Men,  the 
Animofities  of  the  People  were  again  ftir'd  up  and  made 
ufe  of  as  an  Engine  to  work  about  their  own  ambitious 
Defigns.  The  Qyeen  had  made  choice  of  certain  extra- 
ordinary Perlbns  (  whofe  number  did  not  amount  to  that 
of  the  plural  according  to  the  Greek  ufage )  of  whofe 
Wifdom  and  Abilities  flic  had  had  many  Years  experi- 
ence, to  whom  fhe  refolv'd  to  commit  the  prime  Conduft 
of  her  Government ;  thefe  therefore  may  be  diftinguifh'd 
by  the  name  of  the  Minifters.  There  were  others  (  and 
among  them  a  Chief  whofe  pretentions  and  capacity  ren- 
dred  him  fecond  to  none  had  he  but  been  qualify  \i  with 
more  temper  and  lefs  zeal  for  a  Party  )  who  thought 
themfelves  worthy  to  be  admitted  into  an  equal  fhare  of 
the  Queen's  Confidence,  but  not  fucceeding  therein,  we 
may  remark  them  by  the  Appellation  of  the  difappoint- 
ed  Lards:  Both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been  always 
of  zhcTory  Party,  but  the  Minifters  forefeeing  that  the 
others  would  have  a  great  influence  upon  the  Tories,  foon 
entcr'd  into  a  fecret  Correfpondence  with  the  Whigs,  re- 
viving to  fecure  that  Inteteft  for  their  Support  againftall 
Events  \  they  did  indeed  carry  it  fairly  with  the  Tories  for 
a  time,  bringing  feveral  of  them  into  the  Miniftry  and 
into  Places,  and  joined  with  them  in  the  procuring  the 
Eleftion  of  many  Members  for  the  firft  Parliament, 
which  by  that  means  came  to  be  composed  of  a  great  ma- 
jority of  that  Side. 

The  Minifters  had  acted  wifely,-  they  had  reftor'd  the 
Credit  of  the  Nation,  managed  the  Affairs  of  the  War 
well,  and  manifefted  fo  careful  a  Cohduftin  every  thing, 
that  hitherto  they  had  given  no  occafion  to  thofe  that 
watch'd  for  their  halting:  But  the  difappointed  Lords 
found  out  another  way  ro  work,  they  were  become  very  , 
careful  for  Religion,  and  a  Bill  is  brought  into  theHoufe 
ommons  to  prevent  Occafidnal  Conformity,  where 
i>  pafs'd  in  two  fucceflive  Seffi ons,  but  was  loft  by  the 
Lords  •,  and  'twas  remarkable  that  though  the  Minifters 
openly  concur'd  and  voted  for  the  Bill,  yet  they  declared  I 
ilmx  Opinion  of  it  as  unfeafoaable^  fecrctly  difcourag'd 
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it,  and  artfully  contrived  to  drop  ft.  The  Myftery  of 
this  Projed  was  to  raife  the  Spirits  of  the  Tory  Party,  to 
create  in  the  Queen  an  Opinion  of^  their  formidable 
St  rength^and  by  degrees  to  model  the  Corporations5weed 
out  the  Diffenters,  and  at  length  to  diffable  them  in  their 
eleding  Members  of  Parliament ;  and  their  Defign  was 
ftill  more  evident,  when  in  the  third  Seffion  they  attem- 
pted to  tack  it  to  the  Land-Tax  Bill,  that  if  by  that 
compulfion  they  (hould  get  it  pafs'd^  or  if  the  Lords  (as 
they  had  formerly  declared )  would  rather  rejeft  a  Money 
Bill  than  admit  of  any  Tack,  the  Queen  might  be  over- 
aw'd  by  their  Power  and  neceffitated  to  take  them  into 
her  Miniftry  :  But  here  they  quite  loft  tbemfelves  and 
broke  their  Reputation  for  ever  fince5  and  the  bigotted 
Party-men  had  herein  a  convincing  Inftance  how  much 
their  Leaders  ufe  them  as  Tools  to  work  their  own  Ends> 
for  feveral  of  the  moft  confiderable  Men  of  that  fide  ha- 
ving been  taken  off  by  the  Minifters,  and  gratify'd  with 
good  Places,  they  left  their  Party  in  the  Lurch,  and  vo- 
ted againft  the  Tack. :  And  thus  thisNoify,  Mifchief- 
making,  Party-driving,  Good-for-nothing  Bill  came  to 
be  utterly  loft. 

Now  again  the  Pa&ions  are  blown  up  into  a  flame-, 
the  Danger  of  the  .Church  cry'd  out  on  one  Side,  the  Dan- 
ger of  High  Church  Perfecution  on  the  other  •,  Rehearjah% 
Reviews,  Objtrvaicrs  ^  Pamphlets  on  both  fides  /  all 
ftufPd  with  fit  matter  to  keep  up  the  ferment,  and  no  care 
taken  to  fupprefs  them  ;  cunning  Minifters  know  how  to, 
find  their  account  in  Party  contentions,  Yis  but  to  join 
their  Power  to  make  one  fide  much  the  ftrongeft,  and 
then  they  will  be  likely  to  fupport  each  other  agatnft  all 
oppofition.  Our  Minifters  declard  openly  for  the  Whigs\ 
and  this  created  a  new  thing  calld  zjuhto^  a  Miniftry 
within  a  Miniftry  :  Someof  this  Junto  had  formerly  been 
eminent  Leaders  of  the  unanimous  Whigs  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  •,  but  they  made  their  bargain  before  they 
would  engage  in  the  work,  if  the  Minifters  would  turn 
outandtakein  as  they  pleas'd,  then  their  Party  in  the 
Parliament  fhould  ftand  by  the  Minifters  on  all  Occafi- 
ons  \  however,  'twas  fome  Years  before  they  could  work 
if  up  to  an  inure  confidence  in  each  other,  fometfmes  the 
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Mmifters  promised  to  gratify  them  with  fuch  Changes  of 
hands  as  they  requir'd  ;  and,  after  the  Parliament  was 
up,  negle&ed  the  Performance:  The  next  Seflions  the 
Junto  would  be  fure  to  thwart  them  by  their  Friends  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  then  all  was  made  up  again  by 
a  new  Bargain,  which  yet  was  perhaps  but  half  per- 
formed ;  then  the  Junto  quarrel'd  again,  upbraided  them 
with  Breach  of  Promife,  fought  out  for  Faults  to  tax 
them  with,  and  now  and  then  gave  them  a  pinch  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  till  they  promis'd  a  full  Comply- 
ance,  and  thus  it  pafs'd  through  feveral  Seflions,  fbme- 
times  in  League,  iometimes  at  Daggers  drawing,  till  at 
laft  an  Occurrence  happened  that  gave  the  Junto  fuch  an 
Advantage  over  the  Minifters,  that  they  have  iince  led 
them  as  in  a  cleft  Stick-,  and  'twill  be  no  unprofitable 
Digreffion  to  look  backwards  to  the  Original  Caufes 
that  brought  it  about,  iince  a  great  deal  of  the  ill  Ufage 
of  the  Minifters  will  thereby  appear. 

The  Brave  Earl  of  Peterborough  had  gone  on  with  a 
Cotirfe  of  furprizing  SucceflTes  in  Spain,  Cities  and  King- 
doms were  reduced  to  the  Obedience  of  King  Charles 
even  fafter  than  the  Couriers  could  bring  us  the  Intelli- 
gence-, and  his  Competitor  mult  have  been  quite  driven 
out  in  the  fecond  Campaign,  had  not  that  King  been  un- 
happily diverted  from  purfuing  the  right  Meallires  that 
had  been  concerted  •,  and  another  General  negle&ed  both 
the  fecuring  of  Madrid,  and  the  getting  in  Provisions  to 
fupport  the  Army  for  a  few  Weeks:  After  this  Mifcar- 
riage  the  Earl  went  to  Genoa,  and  pawn'd  his  own  Credit 
to  take  up  Money  to  prefcrve  the  Army  from  ftarving ; 
from  thence  he  proceeded  to  Turin,  and  form'd  fuch  a 
Scheme  for  the  taking  of  Thoulon,  that  (morally  fpeak- 
ing)  it  could  not  have  mifcarried,  if  the  principal  part 
6f  the  Project,  (which  was  to  begin  the  Campaign  early 
by  entring  into  Rouftlton  in  order  to  invade  France  on  that 
fide,  with  an  Army  to  be  composed  of  a  Detachment 
-from  Savoy,  another  of  but  5000  from  our  Forces  m 
Spain,  the  reft  to  be  made  up  of  Miquelets;  and  when 
the  French  fhould  have  drawn  their  principal  Forces  that 
way,  then  the  Duke  of  Savoy  was  to  have  marclrd  to 
TkvuUn)  had  not  bepn  dilappouitcd  by  the  Earl  of  GaU$~. 
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way's utterly  refufing  to  fpare  5000  Men  from  that  Ar- 
my, on  pretence  that  he  had  polkivc  Orders  from  Eng- 
land not  to  divide  his  Forces  ^  whether  he  had  any  fuel* 
Orders  or  not,  or  whether  his  Orders  were  to  crofs  all 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough's  Defigns  (which  he  effe&ually 
did)  is  not  yet  plainly  difcovered,  but  worth  the  En- 
quiry of  a  Parliament  in  fit  time  •,  this  is  certain,  that 
when  all  the  World  applauded  that  Earl's  Condud,  and 
whilft  the  whole  Nation  were  extreamly  pleas'd  and  gra- 
tify'd  with  his  unparallel'd  Atchievments,  the  Minifters 
thought  fit  to  turn  him  out  of  all  Command,  and  that 
they  might  affront  him  beyond  Example,  they  even 
writ  to  Foreign  Princes  to  discountenance  him ^  whether 
they  were  afraid  that  he  fhould  eclipfc  the  Glory  of  ano- 
ther, or  that  too  quick  a  period  would  be  put  to  the  War, 
or  that  the  French  King  was  fo  alarm'd  at  the  Progrefs 
of  our  Arms  in  thofe  parts  that  he  began  to  make  Over- 
tures of  Peace  (as  the  Earl  had  more  honeftly  thaa  wa- 
rily let  them  know)  and  might  probably  give  us  the 
Advantage  of  treating  the  Peace  on  that  fide,  to  the  dil- 
appoiniment  of  thofe  who  never  intended  it  fhould  be 
negotiatiatcd  in  any  other  place  but  Holland  ^  or  what- 
ever it  were,  they  ftop'd  the  Progrefs  of  our  Arms  in 
thofe  parts,  loft  two  Kingdoms  to  the  Enemy,  anddepriv'd 
their  Country  of  the  Services  of  one  who  had  in  fo  fhort 
a  time  given  fucha  Specimen  of  an  enterprising  Genius, 
fuch  Proofs  of  his  fuperior  Abilities,  fuch  Demonftra- 
tions  of  a  Conduit  always  fuccefsful,  and  never  fubjeft  to 
Miftakes  or  Difappointmcnts,  and  had  made  fo  many 
and  fo  great  Conquefts  with  a  handful  of  Men,  that  he 
has  rarely  been  equal'd,  never  exceeded  by  any  General 
of  the  prefent  or  former  times-,  his  Enemies  had  no  bet- 
ter Foundation  for  their  proceedings  againft  him  than 
falfe  Reports,  Afperfion  and  Calumny;  and  tho'  after 
his  coming  home,  a  Minifter  of  State  lent  him  five  Ar-< 
ticks  of  pretended  Accufations,  yet  one  of  them  was 
grounded  on  a  meer  Miftake  of  their  own,  and  the  Earl 
juftify'd  himfclf  in  the  other  four,  by  producing  their 
own  Directions  and  Orders  for  what  he  had  done,  fo  far 
had  thefe  Minifters  forgotten  their  own  A£te  and  Deeds; 

I  and  'tis  jfii^ce  evident  to  the  whole  Kingdom  that  they 
had 
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had  nothing  at  all  to  lay  to  his  Charge,  for  when  in  the 
next  Seffions  he  defired  to  be  heard  in  his  own  Vindica- 
tion, his  Advcrfaries  had  no  other  ihift  than  to  order 
Multitudes  of  Papers  to  be  brought  in,  tiring  the  Houfe 
with  reading  them,  ft  ill  avoiding  to  enter  upon  any 
Matter  of  Fad,  and  adjourning  it  from  time  to  time, 
till  they  had  fpun  out  the  Seffions. 

I  am  now  led  to  the  Matter  of  which  I  was  fpeaking. 
The  Mifmanagement  of  our  Affairs  in  Spain  came  to  be 
enquir'd  into  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    and  it  was 
found,  that  thov the  Parliament  had  voted  and  provided 
for  the  maintaining  of  28000  Men  for  the  fecond  Year's 
Operations  in  Spain,   there  were  not  a&ually  9000  of 
that  Quota  employ'd  in  that  Country-,  this  Bufinefs  was 
brought  on  by  the  To*y  Party,  who  prefs'd  hard  that  the 
Houfe  fliould  prepare  an  Addrefs  to  the  Queen,  roundly 
to  reprefent  this  fatal  Mifcarriage,  and  to  pray  Her  Ma- 
jefty  to  lay  before  them  the  Occafion  of  it ;  the  Court 
'Whigs  knew  then  no  better  but  that  'twas  their  Bufinefs 
to  ftand  by  the  Minifters  in  every  thing,  and  therefore 
they  labour'd  to  mitigate  the  matter,  and  that  the  Ad- 
drefs  might    only  be  to   pray  that   due  Care  might 
betaken  to  prevent  the  like  Fauks  for  the  future.,  they 
fpeech'd  it  out  till  late,  and  ftruggled  hard  to  get  the 
Debate  adjourn'd  for  fome  further  time,  which  at  laft  ■ 
they  carry'd  but  by  Nine  Votes  (for  it  muft  be  noted, 
that  there  have  always  been  fome  of  the  true  0)d  wbigs 
that  will  not  baulk  their  Principle  to  Vote  through  thick 
and  thin,  like  the  Moderns  in  fuch  notorious  Cafes)  but 
after  all  it  appear'd,   that  the  Mercenaries  had  fought 
this  Battel  on  the  wrong  fide  for  want  of  their  Orders  y 
the  Junto  wanted  at  this  time  fo  fair  an  Opportunity  to 
bite  the  Mitufters,  and  force  them  into  a  Complyance 
with  what  they  had  been  long  bargaining  for,  and  there- 
fore direded  their  Creatures  by  all  means  to  let  the  Ad- 
dre&  pafs  as  fmart  as  the  Tories  woifd  have  it  ^  fo  when 
this  Debate  came  on  again,  the  Warriours  were  grown 
as  tame  as  Lambs,  and  the  Addrefs  went  without  any 
more  than  a  little  faint  fhewiih  Oppofition:  The  Mini- 
fters  were  frightened  out  of  their  Wits,  here  was  a  Gap 
open'd  thai  led   ItitO  £  Difeorery  of  all  the  foul  play 
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that  had  been  a&ed  in  the  Spanijh  Affairs,  they  fly  to 
the  Junto,  fue  to  'em  for  Peace,  promifc  every  thing  if 
they  will  but  help  them  out  of  this  Plunge ^  an  Anlwer 
to  the  Addrefs  is  trim'd  up  ( in  the  Queen's  Name  )  to 
palliate  as  much  as  poffible,  but  too  narrow  to  hide  the 
Mifcarriage  from  any  one  that  was  not  willing  to  be 
blind  to  it,  and  the  Nation  is  told  plainly  that  one  third 
of  our  Army  has  always  been  allow'd  for  Officers  Ser- 
vants-, (a  fine  Cheat  for  Wbi^s  to  countenance  or  acqui- 
efce  in)  however  the  Junto  had  gained  their  point,  and 
now  the  Party  in  the  Houfe  were  to  let  this  pafs  for  Sa- 
tisfaction, and  fo  the  Minifters  were  brought  off  from 
this  difficulty.  Thus  the  fame  Men  who  at  firft  fet  them- 
(elves  with  all  their  might  to  defend  the  Minifters  in  a 
Matter  wherein  the  Nation  had  been  notoriously  abus'd, 
prefently,  when  they  are  bid,  leap  over  the  Stick  t'other 
way,  and  join  in  a  Complaint  again  ft  the  fame  Minifters 
for  the  fame  Fault,  and  then  at  the  Word  of  Command 
leap  back  again,  as  you  were;  all's  well  done,  No-body 
to  be  blam'd.  How  mean  an  Opinion  would  the  honeft 
Whiz*  through  the  Nation  have  of  the  Men  they  put 
their  Confidence  in,  if  they  faw  how  little  regard  they 
had  to  the  true  Interefts  of  their  Country,  and  how  eafy 
they  are  to  betray  it  to  ferve  a  turn  ? 

They  had  been  long  lifting  at  a  Secretary  of  State,  and 
now  the  Minifters  durft  not  deny  them  any  thing,  and 
out  he  muft,  though  to  the  great  Regret  of  the  Good 
Queen,  who  had  had  manifeft  Proofs  of  his  great  Abi- 
lity and  Fidelity,  yet  they  had  the  Hardinefs  to  exaft  a 
Promife  from  Her  Majeftv  that  (he  would  not  fee  him  ^ 
and  becaufe  he  had  faithfully  difcover'd  to  the  Queen 
fome  Mifmanagements  of  the  Minifters  that  would  be 
.  ot  ill  Confequence  if  not  rcdrefs'd  in  time,  the  Party 
gave  out  that  he  had  been  working  underhand  to  throw 
out  the  very  Minifters  themfeives,  whenas  the  urmoft 
of  his  Aim  could  be  but  to  reform  or  ballancc ;  for  to 
think  of  difplacing  and  difgracing  them  at  that  time  of 
day,  was  fit  for  no  Man  in  his  Wits :  But  this  was  a  tri- 
fling Slander  in  comparifon,  to  what  they  made  it  the! 
Bufinefs  of  their  Emiffaries  to  load  him  with.  He  had 
himfclf  enreruin'd  a  Sufpidon  ;1k  ,  :'  the  Clerks 

of 
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of  his  Office  held  a  Treafonable  Correfpondence  with 
the  Enemy,  and  in  order  to  difcover  it,  he  writ  to  the 
Poft-mafter  on  the  other  fide  to  fend  him  back  a  certain 
Packet  of  Letters,  wherein  he  found  a  Letter  of  this 
Clerk's  written  to  a  Minifter  of  State  in  France  \  he  firffc 
acquainted  Her  Majefty  alone  with  it,  and  then  appoint- 
ed a  Committee  of  Council  to  meet  at  his  Office,  fenc 
for  the  Clerk,  and  then  furpriz'd  him  at  once  by  pro- 
ducing and  reading  the  Letter  before  his  Face-,  the  Clerk 
was  Committed,  Arraign'd,    pleaded  Guilty,    and  was 
Executed  for  the  Treafon  :  The  Party  us'd  all  their  En* 
deavours,  and  had  their  Creatures  in  publick  Convcrfa- 
tion  to  make  the  World  believe  that  the  Secretary  him- 
felf  was  privy  to  this  Traytcrons  Correfpondence ;  (even 
Lords  were  deputed  from  that  Houfe  to  examine  the 
Clerk  in  Prifon,  and  'tis  remarkable  that  they  were  all 
of  one  fide :  Surely  they  that  knew  the  manner  in  which 
the  Secretary  furpriz'd  him,  muft  believe  in  their  Con- 
fcienccs  that  no  Man  durft  treat  a  Perfon  with  fuch  a  Se- 
verity if  he  knew  it  to  be  in  the  Criminal's  power  to 
accufe  himfelf-,  but  the  Secretary's  Innocence  was  amply 
vindicated,  when  the  Clerk  at  his  Execution  deliver'd  a 
Paper  to  the  Ordinary  of  Newgate,  declaring,  That  his 
Matter  was  wholly  ignorant  of  this  Treafonable  Corre- 
fpondence till  he  made    the  Difcovery  himfelf,   and 
thank'd  God  that  he  gave  him  the  Grace  not  to  do  fo 
vile  an  A&ion  for  the  fa'ving  his  own  Life,  as  fome 
would  have  put  him  upon  \  but  the  Ordinary  was  not 
permitted  to  publifh  this  Paper  (as  is  ufual)  and  fo  it 
was  fupprcfs'd  for  a  time,  till  care  was  taken  to  print  it 
from  a  Copy  that  had  been  given  to  another  hand,  and 
then  Vaul  Lorrain  got  Leave  Co  publifh  it  alfo.     I  have 
been  the  larger  in  this  Narrative,  that  all  well-meaning  • 
Whigs  may  be  truly  inform'd,  that  tho'  themfelves  and 
their  Principles  abhor  fuch  Pradices,  yet  there  are  great 
Men  among  their  Leaders  that  ftick  at  nothing  that  they 
think  will  ferve  their  own  lnterefts,  and  deftroy  thofe 
they  hate,  and  the  fame  Men  that  could  fo  lately  both 
accufe  and  acquit  the  faulty  in  one  Breath,  were  now  as 
ready  to  attempt  the  Ruin  of  their  Enemy  by  Subor- 
nation, and  to  ftifk  and  fupprefs  fo  clear  a  Vindication 

of 


C  33  ) 

of  his  Innocence.  Nor  is  ic  lefs  worthy  the  hotice  of  the 
Whigs  that  this  very  Gentleman  who  has  been  rendred  fd 
odious  ia  their  efteem,  if  his  Conduft  (hall  be  impartial- 
ly confidered,  it  will  be  found  that  his  A&ions  have 
fliewn  him  much  more  a  Patriot  and  a  true  Whig  than  his 
-Advcrfaries  \  'twas  their  deferting  the  true  iricerclt  of 
their  Country  and  running  into  and  fupporting  a!!  th<2 
Mifmanagementsofthe  late  Reign,  that  made  him  join 
With  thofe  that  were  call'd  Twits  ( tho'  1  am  fure  they  de- 
ferv'd  the  good  opinion  of  all  true  Englifimen  in  thofe  oc- 
casions )  to  refcue  the  Nation  from  the  rapine  of  that  cor- 
rupt Miniilry  \  and,  as  St.  Taul  became  all  wnto  all  that 
he  might  gain  fome.,  if  this  Gentleman  has  employ 'd  the 
Dexterity  of  which  he  is  fo  great  a  Matter,  to  draw  off 
the  belt  Men  of  that  Party  from  the  excream  which  they 
had  formerly  fallen  into,  and  to  win  them  into  the  true 
Intercft  of  the  Nation,  his  Voting  with  them,  pleafing 
them,  and  gaining  their  good  opinion  in  order  to  good 
Ends,  are  fo  far  trom  faults,  that  they  deferve  the  high- 
eft  applaufe,  and  both  Parties  ought  to  look  upon  him  as 
the  happy  Inftrument  that  is  content  to  Sacrifice  his  own 
eafe,  to  pafs  through  good  Report  and  bad  Report,  and 
to  labour  conftantly  to  deftroy  Faftion,  and  to  reconcile 
the  honeft  Men  of  all  forts  who  really  defign  the  goo  I  of 
their  Country  :  lam  fure  his  bringing  off  fo  many  of  the 
High  Party  upon  the  laft  ftruggle  for  theOccafional  Con- 
formity Bill,  and  the  lofing  it  by  the  Tack,  ought  to  be 
look'd  upon  by  the  Diffenters,  as  fuch  a  convincing  Proof 
of  his  Inclination  to  keep  them  eaty,  that  they  lhoultl 
never  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  deceiv'd  by  the  lmpo/irions 
of  thofe*  who,  to  fcrvc  their  own  turn,  would  perfwadd 
them  to  think  him  their  Enemy. 

It  will  alfo  be  needful  to  lay  fomething  of  another  Vet* 
fon,  whom,  together  with  the  former,  they  have  bcetl 
pleas'd  to  make  the  Objefts  of  their  Slander  and  Ca- 
lumny :  This  is  a  certain  Lady  related  to,  and  intfd- 
due'd  into  her  Majefty's  Service  fome  Years  fince  by  a, 
very  great  Ladv  who  had  long  engrols'd  the  Bounty  and 
Beneficence  of  her  Sovereign  ^  but  when  the  young  Lady 
had  by  her  virtuous  Qualities  and  prudent  Behaviour 
gatn'd  alfo  fojlle  fhare  in  her  Royal  Miftrefs's  Favour  and 
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Efteern,  the  Patronefs  began  to  lo'ok  upon  her  as  a  Com- 
petitor, but  by  how  much  the  more  the  jealoufies  of  the 
later  encrcas'd,by  fo  much  the  more  did  the  former  labour 
to  extinguish  them  by  a  fubmiffive  demeanour  and  avoid- 
ingail  poffible  occafions of  Offence,  otllerwife  than  what 
would  always  be  fo  taken  as  long  as  fhe  (hould  continue  to 
receive  any  marks  of  the  Queen's  Favour,  and  even  in 
thefe  (he  befoughe'her  Majcfty  to  be  more  fparing  to- 
wards her,  rather  than  thereby  to  encreafe  the  other's  un- 
eaiinefs*,  but  the  great  Lady  was  of  a  temper  not  to  be 
mollify,d,the  thoughts  of  any  Competition  in  the  Queen's 
Favour,  though  in  a  degree  much  inferior,  to  what  her- 
felf contimfd  to  en)ov,  could  not  be  born,  no  real  Fault 
could  be  found,  therefore  lomething  mnft  be  invented  to 
raife  her  powerful  Enemies,  the  Junto  were  told  that  (he 
did  them  ill  Offices  to  the  Queen,  was  the  intire  Confi- 
dent of  the  late  Secretary  (fhc  is  indeed  his  near  Relation) 
and  abetted  him  in  his  (  nobody  knows  what  )  Intrigues 
againft  them ;    they  lift  hard  to  get  her  out ,  but  the 
Queen  had  too  great  a  confidence  in  her  Innocence  and 
Integrity  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  part  with  her,  however 
the  great  Lady  prefum'd  to  turn  her  out  of  her  lodgings 
at  Kenfington^  with  Jcfs  decency  than  became  the  regard 
due  to  her  Royal  Millrefs,  and  the  Mouths  of  the  Party 
were  open'd  to  traduce  and  render  her  odious  among  the 
Whigs  -j  who  are  perfwaded  to  believe  her  to  be  the  worft 
of  Tones,  tho'  at  the  fame  time  (he's  married  to  the  Son  of 
one  of  the  beft  Whigs  in  the  Nation,and  hath  never  engag'd 
herfelf  in  either  Faftion  :  Thus  from  the  private  animo- 
iity  of  a  Minifrerial  Lady,  a  modeft,  difcreet,  inoffen- 
live,  virtuous  Gentlewoman,  is  fet  up  for  the  very  mark 
of  Reproach  and  Indignation  of  the  Junto   and  their 
Friends, and  the  Queen  herfelf  to  be  difrcfpe&fully  treated 
through  her  fides. 

By  this  time  the  Minifters  and  the  Junto  were  grown 
into  the  higheft  degree  of  mutual  Confidence,  and,  what 
with  the  intire  command  which  the  former  had  over  the 
Members  who  en  joy'd  Civil  and  Military  Offices,  and  the; 
ftrong  influence  which  the  later  had  over  the  milled  una- 
nimous Whigs;  they  had  fo  large  a  Majority  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons^  that  they  had  great  aflurance  of  carrying 

every 


(  35) 

fevery  thing  there  according  to  their  own  minds  :  The 
Lord  High  Admiral  (who  had  manag'd  that  high  Tmft 
wich  unexceptionable Conduft)  muft  belaid  by,  and  the 
Nation  burthen'd  with  a  Pen  (ion  of  3000  /  per  Ann.  for 
no  other  Reafon  but  that  one  of  the.  Principals  of  the 
Junto  might  be  plac'd  at  the  Head  of  the  Admiralty  -, 
furely  Men  will  think  themfelves  Great,Strong,and  Pow- 
erful, when  the  Parliament,  Army,  Navy,  and  Trea- 
sury of  a  Kingdom  are  at  their  Devotion  •,  and  we  had 
reafon  to  think  fo,when  a  certain  very  great  Man,  whofe 
general  Behaviour  had  always  been  remarkably  fofrf 
eafy,  courteous  and  cool  toal),  could  now  prefume  to  dis- 
pute thediipofal  of  a  fingle  Regiment  in  the  Army  with  * 
his  Sovereign j  and  to  fuch  a  degree  of  animofitv,as  to  de- 
part from  her  prefence  indifguft,  without  returning  till 
the  good  Queen  (  mav  I  fay  )  fubmitted  and  yielded  the 
Point  to  him.  But  this  was  foon  exceeded  by  a  higher 
Step  of  Infolence  •,  I  have  noted  before  that  the  Qtieen 
Would  not  be  perfwaded  to  give  up  the  perfecutcd  Lady, 
ionow  they  meditate  on  a  way  to  force  her  from  her 
Arms,  and,  depending  upon  their  Strength  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  refolve:  to  procure  an  Addrefs  to  Her  Ma- 
jefty  from  that  Houfe  to  pray  Her  to  remove  this  harrri- 
lefs  Lady  from  Her  Prefence,  which  had  certainly  beeti 
carry'd  oh  if  the  Queen  had  not  concerned  herfelf  to  flop 
it,  by  letting  fome  honed: Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  know, 
that  if  fhe  kneW  the  Lady  to  be  guiltv  of  any  Crime,  fhe 
fhould  be  as  ready  to  part  with  her  as  they  to  defire 
it,  but  (he  hop*d  that  thofe  who  had  any  regard  for  her- 
felf, would  never  ufe  her  fo  hardly,  as  to  confent  to  an 
Addrefs  topull  from  her  a  Servant  whom  fhe  cflecni'd^ 
without  conviding  her  of  the  lead  Crime  •  this  indeed/ 
prevail'd  at  laft  to  break  this  audacious  Attempt.  1  mud 
yet  tell  you  of  another  Step  larger  than  this,  and  even  fo 
high  that  it  warned,  but  one  of  the  top '•,  in  a  word,  they/ 
had  proje&cd  to  get  the  great  Man  created  General  for 
Life.  . 

'Twas  time  now  for  our  good  Queen  to  look  about  her^ 
and  having  loft  the  Support  of  her' dear  Corifort,  the  an- 
xiety of  her  mind  was  become  To  great  that  (he  was  even 
oyerwhelm'd  with  grief,  'till  (he  had  found  fome  faithful 
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Advifers  to  open  her  mind  to,  and  furely  they  had  been 
much  to  blame  if  they  had  not  feduloufly  apply'd  them- 
felves to  confult  fuch  mcafures  as  might  render  their  So- 
vereign fafe  and  eafy,  and  reftrain  the  Power  and  Ambi- 
tion of  fome  Men  that  were  grown  too  great.  It  falls  out 
indeed  at  an  unhappy  Conjun£hire  with  refpeft  to  our 
Affairs  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  there  fhould  be 
any  Occafion  for  an  alteration  of  the  Miniftry,  hut  as  I 
have  fhewn  you,  from  Fa£te  that  are  well  known,  the 
real  Caufe  and  Foundation  from  whence  all  arifes,  you 
mu ft  needs  be  convinced,  that  what  has  already,  or  may 
further  be  done  therein,  proceeds  not  from  Caprice,  or 
from  a  greater  Inclination  to  the  Tories  than  to  the  Whigs  9 
or  from  a  meer  affe£led  novelty  to  change  hands  when 
all's  well  already  •,  (as  the  Party  vainly  noife  it  through 
the  Nation  )  but  from  an  inevitable  neceffity  of  giving 
fome  fpeedy  cheque  to  the  formidable  Power  of  a  few 
Men ,  who  have  given  Indications  too  evident  to  be 
flighted ^  that  they  have  entered  into  Confederacies,  and 
taken  Refolutions  to  govern  both  Queen  and  Nation  ac- 
cording to  their  own  pleafure:  And  becaufe  the  great 
Men  of  the  #%  fide  have  fo  deeply  engaged  themfelves 
with  the  Minifters  in  thefc  dangerous  Intrigues,  and  di- 
vers of  them  have  rendrcd  themfelves  too  obnoxious  to 
be  longer  confided  in  \  it  therefore  became  unavoidable 
to  have  recourfe  to  fuch  who  have  indeed  rang'd  them- 
selves on  the  other  fide,  but  have  feen  the  Error  of  ex-^ 
treams,  and  are  willing  to  enter  into  healing  and  mode- 
rate meafures  \  nor  is  there  theleaft  Reafon  to  doubt,  but 
that  all  thole  of  the  Whig  Party  who  fhall  abandon  the  ill 
Defigns  of  the  Junto,  and  heartily  concur  (according  to 
their  own  Principle)  in  the  Promotion  of  the  pubiick 
Good,  will  be  as  freely  admitted  to  Employments,  and 
as  well  regarded  as  ever  ^  nothing  being  more  defired 
than  a  coalition  of  the  honefteft  Men  of  both  fides  to  bal- 
lance  the  over-grown  Power  of  the  Minifters,  and  to  ma- 
nage the  Affairs  of  the  Government  in  fuch  ways  as  may 
moft  conduce  to  the  eafe  and  fatisfaftion  of  Her  Majefty, 
and  to  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of  the  Nation. 

The  Minifters  and  the  Junto  foon  clifcern'd  the  Cloud 
that  was  gathering  over  their  Heads,  and  as  quickly  be 
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ftiVd  themfelves  to  provide  for  fhelter  againft  the  Storm, 
*Tis  eafy  to  imagine  at  whoft  Inftances  our  good  Allies  the 
States  of  Holland  order'd  their  Envoy  here  to  defire  Her 
Majefty  not  to  change  her  Minifters  \  'tis  true  that  this 
Meflage  was  delivered  with  as  much  modefty  as  the  fub- 
je£t  matter  would  bear,but  perhaps  Monficur  Vryberg  may 
be  noted  for  the  firft  Foreign  Minifter  that  ever  was 
charg'd  with  fuch  an  Affair,  and  it  would  have  look'd 
with  fomethinga  better  Grace,  if  he  had  been  inftru&cd 
to  have  made  this  fort  of  Interceflion  by  way  of  Confe- 
rence with  lome  of  the  Queen's  Minifters,  who  probably 
might  have  been  ordered  to  give  him  fuch  an  Anfwer  as 
would  have  fatisfy'd  his  Mafters,  without  his  applving 
dire&ly  to  Hcrfelf  in  a  Buhnefs  which  could  not  poffibly 
be  void  of  fome  Offence,  tho*  Her  Majefty  would  take 
every  thing  as  well  intended  that  came  from  a  State  for 
whom  She  has  ever  had  fo  fincere  a  regard,  and  who 
have  fo  fignally  exerted  themfelves  for  the  good  of  the 
common  Caufe. 

Their  next  Attempt  was  to  play  the  Bank  upon  Her 
Majefty;  this  was  contriv'd  by  procuring  the  Governour 
with  fome  of  the  Dire&ors  ( and  we  may  guefs  who  fent 
them  and  gave  them  their  Errand  ^  to  requeft  certain 
great  Lords  to  reprefent  to  Her  Majefty,  that  the  Appre- 
hensions of  a  change  in  the  Miniftry  had  mightily  di- 
fturb'd  the  Trading  People  in  the  City,  Shock'd  Credit, 
and  they  fear'd  if  a  ftop  were  not  put  to  it,  would  caufe 
a  run  upon  the  Bank,  and  difable  them  from  ferving  the 
Government  ;  the  Meflage  was  delivered,  and  it  was  de- 
fired  that  Her  Majefty  would  be  pleas'd  to  permit  them 
to  receive  her  Anfwer  from  her  own  Mouth,  accordingly 
they  were  appointed  to  attend  the  next  Morning  (and  this 
they  have  fince  been  pleas'd  to  call  a  being  fent  for  )  and 
had  a  moft  gracious  Anfwer  from  Her  Majefty.  I  am 
unwilling  to  refleft  fo  hardlv  as  the  thing  deferves  upon 
Men  whom  I  efteem  fo  confiderable  in  themfelves  and  fo 
ufeful  to  the  Publick,  but  yet  'tis  fit  their  Principals  fhould 
know  that  they  have  not  well  deferv'd  of  them  by  their 
medling  in  this  Affair,  which  (as  1  (hall  (hew  anon  )  did 
not  at  all  concern  them,  if  they  manage  their  Bank  (  as 
I  really  believe  they  do)  prudently  and  honeftly5  and 
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may  poffibly  at  fomc  time  or  other  turn  to  their  difad- 
yantage.  What  if  a  Parliament  fhould  come  to  be  of 
the  Opinion  (as  fome  have fnggeftcd  againft  them  )  that 
they  may  really,  become  dangerous  ro  the  Government  ? 
or  elfe  that  it  may  be  dangerous  for  the  Government  to 
have  fo  great  a  dependance  upon  them  ?  Would  it  not 
be  ridiculous  for  all  the  other  Bankers  of  the  City  to  Pe- 
tition the  Queen  to  take  care  of  their  Credit  ?  k  it  not 
the  Duty  of  a  Body  of  Men  join'd  in  a  Bank.,  tho'  they 
deal  with,  the  Government^  yet  to  be  as  careful  as  private 
Men  not  to  launch  out  beyond  the  Power  of  their  Purfe, 
but  to  keep  themfelves  ever  in  a  condition  to  Anfwer  all 
calls?  JTis  known  that  the  Bank  of  England  has  a  real 
Fund  of  Five  or  Six  Millions^  is  it  Senfeta  imagine  that 
the  change  of  a  Miniftry  ihould  (hake  fuch  a  Credit  ? 
The  Peoole  have  z  well-grounded  confidence  that  they 
may  truir  their  Cafh  upon  fuch  a  Security,  and  under 
the  Dire&icn  of  honeft  Men,  and  the  Bank  may  reafona- 
bly  mal^e  ufe  of  fome  competent  part  of  the  Money  fo 
left  in  their  Hands  to  employ  it  for  their  own  advantage 
in  the  way  of  Banking,  which  is  to  deal  in  Plate,  Jewels, 
or  other  fuch  valuable  Commodities  as  will  always  com- 
mand ready  Money,  to  dilcount  Bills  of  Exchange,  to 
purchafe  or  Lend  upon  Tallies  or  other  publick  Credit 
in  near  courfe  of  Payment,  or  what  may  (asthatBufl- 
nefs  now  runs )  be  daily  difpos'd  of  for  Calh,  they  ought 
withal  never  to  launch  out  in  this  kind  of  dealing  fo  for 
as  to  leave  themfelves  unprovided  of  fuch  a  conftant 
Stock  of  ready  Money  as  they  find  by  experience  to  be 
much  more  than  fufficient  to  keep  up  the  Circulation  of 
their  Specie  Notes  -,  now  i't  they  do  really  manage  in  this 
manner,  they  will  be  always  provided  againft  all  runs 
iipon  them,  upon  whatfocver  occafion  they  may  happen, 
and  ennfequently  had  nothing  to  fear  from  any  change 
in  the  Miniftry  :  But  if  they  have  fhrborn  to  call  in  from 
their  own  Members  ail  fuch  Sums  of  Money  as  they  have 
lent  to  the  Government  upon  the  Funds  appropriated  to 
themfelves  or  any  other  Funds  or  diiiant  Payment,  nod 
have  made  ufe  of  the  Peoples  running  Cafh  for  that  pur- 
pof^/which  i^beft  known  to  themfelves)  they  may  indeed 
be  apprehenfive  that  their  Credit  will  bena  danger  from 
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any  Event  that  may  ofccafion  a  hafty  call  j  but  at  the  fame 
time  they  muft  bear  to  be  told  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  they 
will  not  deal  honeftly  with  thofe  who  lodge  their  Cafti  in 
their  Hands,  in  confidence  that  it  always  lies  as  ready  ro 
Anfwer  their  immediate  occafions  as  if  they  had  it  in  their 
own  keeping  •,  for  if  ever  fuch  a  run  upon  the  Bank  fhould 
happen j  as  might  flacken  their  punctual  compliance  with 
all  their  own  tiills  whenfoever  demauded/iis  not  enough 
totellthefe  People  that  their  Money  is  fecurc5  or  that 
they  thall  have  it  in  a  Week  or  a  Month  hence,  fuch  a 
difappointment  might  break  hundreds  who  had  Bills  of 
Exchange  or  other  nice  Credit  to  comply  with..  Where 
then  can  be  the  Wifdom  of  this  their  application  to  the 
Queen  ?  Would  they  in  fo  publick  a  manner  give  occa- 
ilon  to  the  World  to  fufped  that  they  have  indeed  made 
too  bold  with  the  People  that  put  confidence  in  them  i 
This  were  the  ready  way  to  halten  thofe  People  to  cafi 
for  their  Money,  but  the  Citizens  have  (  and  I  believe 
very  juftly )  a  much  better  opinion  of  them  •,  or  did  they 
do  it  to  gratify  fome  powerful  Men,  who  might  hope 
that  a  Deputation  to  reprefent  the  Fears  and  Jealonfics  of 
fo  considerable  a  Body,  would  awe  Her  Majefty  from 
purfuingfuch  meafures  asfhe  thought  be  ft  for  Herfelf  and 
the  Kingdom,  but  which  they  might  fear  would  break 
their  own  Defigns  and  leffen  their  Authority  :  Either  way 
could  bring  very  little  Reputation  to  the  Bank ;  and  furc- 
ly  thofe  Gentlemen  ought  more  maturely  to  have  con- 
fulted  the  true  Intereft  of  their  Society.,  before  they  had 
fuffered  themfelvestobe  made  the  Instruments  of  a  Party 
in  fo  abfurd  a  manner  to  impoie  upon  their  Queen  and 
Country. 

Another  Artifice  to  diftnrb  the  minds  of  the  People 
was,  to  perfwade  them  that  this  change  of  the  Minifters 
will  fall  the  Stocks,  Foreigners  will  draw  their  Money 
out  of  our  publick  Funds,,  and  both  publick  and  private 
Credit  will  be  ruin'd,  and  this  they  tell  you  is  already 
evident  \  but  i{  thefe  matters  are  fet  in  a  true  light  they 
will  all  appear  to  be  nothing  but  Amufemcnrs  and  Bug- 
bears to  frighten  ignorant  and  unthinking  People*  The 
true  Standard  of  the  worth  of  any  thing  is  it's  intrinilck 
Value5  if  a  higher  Price  be  fet  upoo  k*  that  is  but  ima- 
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ginary  not  real  worth.    If  there  be  a  certain  knowledge  I 
that  the  principal  Stock  is  improv'd  by  management,  juft 
fo  much  is  the  intrinfick  Value  rais'd3  if  it  be  as  certainly 
known  that  the  principal  is  leffened  by  loffes,the  intrinfick 
Value  is  fallen  in  the  fame  proportion  -,  but  as  long  as 
this  profit  or  lofs  fhall  remain  doubtful  or  uncertain,  the 
principal  Stock  muft  always  be  accounted  the  intrinfick  | 
Value  ,  becaufe  the  expectancy  is  precarious  and  may! 
prove  better  or  worfe  than  the  expectation^  and  confe-l 
quently  any  variation  from  this  way  of  valuing  will  al- 
ways be  but  imaginary,  never  the  real  Value  of  any  things 
it  is  indeed  a  common  Saying,  Valet  quantum  venJi  pot  eft, 

Ju(i  as  much  Money  as  UwiU  brittgy 
Is  the  true  Worth   of  every  thing. 

but  thefe  are  Maxims  invented  by  Knaves  ro  cheat  fools. 
To  confider  then  the  true  worth  of  India  and  Bank-Stock  * 
^s  thefe  Companies  do  make  a  Yearly  dividend  of  Profit, 
the  real  Value  of  thefe  Stocks  can  be  accounted  for  no  o- 
therwife  thm  by  the  principal  Money  paid  in,  with  an 
.Addition  of  fo  much  of  the  Annual   Dividend  as  has  ac- 
crued fiuce  the  laft  Payment :  I  will  not  pretend  to  be 
(o  perfe£t  in  the  Myftery  of  Stock- Jobbers  as  to  know  ex- 
actly how  much  per  Cent,  has  been  adhially  paid  in  by  the 
Subscribers,  but  1  take  k  from  the  general  Voice,  that 
thofe  Stocks  continue  ftill  to  be  fold  confiderably  above 
{he  intrinfick  Value,  (bthat  the  great  noife  that  is  made 
about  the  falling  of  Stock  has  been  a  mcer  Impofition,and 
a  palpable  untruth  ^  for  though  we  daily  fee  that  thefe 
Stocks  are  run  up  and  down  by  the  new  Science  of  Stock- 
jobbing, yet  this  can  never  be  truly  faid  to  operate  any 
fhing  upon  the  real  intrinfick  Value,  which  can  never  be 
mov\i  otherwife  than   by   the  known  Profit  or    Lofs 
upon  it :  We  know  that  the  management  of  the  Bank 
is  profitable,  and  that  the  Funds  fettjed  for  the  Payment 
of  their  Intereft  are  competent,  and  as  fecure  as  any  other 
Poffeffions  in  the  Kingdom  ,  for  whatfbevcr  overturns 
one  muft  overturn  all ;  but  if  fome  People  will  be  frigh- 
tened at  Shadows,  or  in  difguft,  fhould  fell  their  Stocks 
for  lefs  than  the  real  Value,  what  Rcafon  is  there  for  a 
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Government  to  be  mov'd  at  this,  more  than  at  fitch  an- 
gry Children  who  throw  away  their  Bread  and  Butter  ? 

Well,  but  Foreigners  will  withdraw  all  the  Money 
they  have  put  inro  our  Stocks  and  publick  Funds  :  1  fay 
they  can't,  for  the  Money  muft  lie  where  it  is-y  O!  but 
they'll  fell  it  all  off-,  with  all  my  heart,  then  Engiifimen 
muft  buy  it,  and  the  Sums  that  they  Yearly  carry  out  of 
the  Nation  for  their  lmereft  or  Annuities  will  remain 
here  and  circulate  among ourfclves.  This,  weak  though 
it  be,  they  may  think  fufficient  to  puzzle  the  ignorant 
and  fervc  their  turn  well  enough,  if  it  do's  but  fet  the 
People  a  grumbling. 

Now  for  our  publick  and  private  Credit,  a  new  Mini- 
flry,  fay  they,  will  certainly  deftroy  both,  bring  all 
things  into  Confufion,  and  difable  us  from  carrying  on 
the  War.  I  hope  not-,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  what  do 
we  owe  to  thofe  Minifters  that  have  brought  the  Nation 
into  fuch  a  condition,  that,  as  they  think,  (he  cannot 
fubiift  without  a  dependance  upon  them  and  their  Crea- 
tures ?  However,  if  our  future  Parliaments  will  give  as 
good  Funds,,  and  as  good  Bargains  as  they  have  done,  how 
can  they  fell  but  that  the  People  (and  the  Foreigners  a- 
mong  the  reft  )  will  throng  as  hard  to  get  in  their  Money 
as  they  us'd  to  do  ?  But  they  tell  us  the  moneyed  Men  are 
on  their  fide,  atid  they'll  Lend  no  more  )  no,  not  when 
they  don't  know  how  to  employ  their  Money  fo  well  in 
any  other  way  ?  1  believe  yet,  if  there  fhould  be  fome 
froward  Children  (  as  1  noted  before  )  that  would  throw 
away  their  Bread  and  Butter,  we  (hall  find  more  hungry 
ones  that  would  catch  it  up  and  eat  k.  But  what  it  our 
new  Miniftry  fiiould  do  better  for  us  than  they  have  done, 
and  find  wavs  and  means  to  raife  the  needful  Supplies 
within  the  Year  ?  This  fnrely  would  heigthen  our  publick 
Credit,  and  put  us  into  a  Condition  to  live  of  ourfelves, 
without  having  fo  much  occafion  to  borrow,and  to  Mort- 
gage the  Nation  to  future  Generations  ^  a  moderate  ge- 
neral Excife  adder!  to  a  juft  Land-Tax  would  do  all,  and 
there  is  a  neceflity  for  us  to  come  to  it  at  laft,  or  ruin 
ourfelves  if  we  go  on  in  the  borrowing  way.  What  do 
fhey  mean  by  deftroying  private  Credit  } '  Shan't  we  be 
sible  ?q  find  truft  for  our  claily  Bread  ?  Of  will  the  Mer- 
chants 
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chants  or  Wholefale-Traders  refufc  their  befl:  Chapmen 
unlefs  they  come  with  ready  Money  in  their  hand  ?  Wo 
be  to  bad  Pay-mafters  then,  yet  the  Nation  may  be  com- 
forted in  this,  that  then  we  (hall  have  fewer  Bankrupts. ; 
be  it  as  it  will,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  let  whos'will  be 
in  the  Miniftry,  Men  of  fubftance  and  probity  will  never 
want  as  much  credit  as  they  defire,  and  they  that  have 
neither,  if  they  (hou Id  ever  get  it,  will  never  be  able  to 
keep  it :  A  certain  Writer  (juft  as  if  he  were  an  humble 
Servant  of  the  Party  on  all  occafions)  is  reading  us  a 
large  Le&ure  on  this  Topic-Credit,  he  trims  her  up  like 
a  gay  Lady  ,  and  tells  us  (he  can  do  Miracles  and  cac 
Wonders  •,  he  had  better  a  liken'd  her  to  a  loving  Spaniel- 
Bitch  that  will  never  leave  a  Matter  who  ufes  her  well, 
but  if  he  gets  up  to  ride  her,  fhe  finks  under  him,  (he 
can  do  no  more  than  (he  can  do.  But  what  if  under  this 
Title  of  private  Credit  they  mean  alfo  the  Paper  Credit  •, 
and  would  have  us  think  that  Trade  could  not  fubfift 
without  it  for  want  of  a  fufficient  quantity  of  Specie-Mo- 
ney to  circulate  Payments  ?  But  this,  like  the  reft,  is  all 
falacy,  for  neither  Bank  nor  Bankers  give  out  their  Bills 
till  the  Money  is  adlually  lodged  in  their  hands,  and  tho' 
thefe  Bills  may  pafs  through  twenty  hands  before  one 
comes  to  fetch  the  Money,  yet  there's  not  one  Penny  more 
or  lefsemploy'd  in  Trade  than  would  have  been  if  this 
Money  had  been  paid  from  hand  to  hand;  the  whole  Bu- 
linefs  is  (imply  no  more  than  this,  Men  in  Commerce 
muft  always  owe  Money  to  fome,  and  have  it  to  receive 
from  others,  and  if  they  make  a  Bank  their  common 
Caftiier,  their  mutual  occafions  of  receiving  and  paying 
meet  there  as  in  a  Center,  and  they  are  enabled  by  means 
of  the  Bank-Bills  to  make  their  Payments  to  each  other 
by  Alignment,  without  the  trouble  of  telling  the  Money, 
and  the  Bank's  Security  for  the  Payment  creates  a  more 
general  Acceptance  and  Currency  than  the  Bills  of  pri- 
vate Men,  becaufe  Banks  always  pay  at  the  firft  call,  when 
a  good  Man  may  make  vou  come  two  or  three  times  for 
the  Money  -,  2in6  thus  Banks,  and  Paper-Credit,  are  a 
good  Eafe  and  Conveniency  to  Tradefmen,  but  add  no- 
thing to  the  encreafe  or  dimimfhingof  Trade  or  Money, 
After  all,  wh<jn  the  Citizens  (tail  have  any  FUafon  to 
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doubt  the  infallible  Punttuality  of  the  Bank  or  Bankers," 
they  may  blame  themf  elves  for  any  Incoriveniencc  they 
may  fuffer^  becaufe  they  might  have  prevented  it  by  ta- 
king the  pains  to  keep  their  own  Caftras  their  Grand- 
fathers did-,  'tis  true,,  fuch  a  turn  of  Caution  and  good 
Husbandry  might  have  hindered  the  Profit  of  the  Ban- 
kers, but  it  concerns  not  at  all  the  Government^  who 
have  no  reafon  to  trouble  themfelves  whether  the  tra- 
ding Cit'zens  manage  their  Buhnefs  wifely  or  otherwife. 
Our  Party- Politicians  alfo  had  better  let  the  World  rub 
on  in  itsown  way,  than  make  a  noife  about  things  which 
they  don't  well  underftand  -/and  'tis  becaule  the  l  Jamour 
about  them  has  been  very  great,  that  1  have  thought  k 
worth  while  to  fay  fo  much  as  might  undeceive  fuch  as 
have  entertain'd  wrong  Notions  thereof  and  convince 
them  from  the  Nature  and  true  Reafon  ot  the  things,,  that 
Court-Changes  can  no  more  Men  their  Teal  Value,  than 
they  can  that  of  our  other  Subftance,  and  when  thefe 
groundlefs  Fears  are  abated,  People  will  refume  their  for- 
mer good  Opinion  of  them,  atleaft,  thofe  that  continue 
their  Interefis  and  don't  mind  Stock-Jobbing,  will  find 
their  Stocks  in  thefe  Companies  to  be  employ'd  to  as 
much  Advantages  as  ever. 

But  thefe  are  not  all  the  falfe  and  malicious  Suggefh'ons 
that  the  ^Wo-Party  have  invented  to  inflame  the  minds 
of  their  credulous  Admirers  ^  they  tell  them  nothing  kk 
is  intended  than  a  total  Change  of  hands,  all  Whigs  to  be 
turn'd  out  of  the  MiniftrV;  and  the  Tones  to  rule  all  \ 
then  the  Diffenters  muft  expe£t  another  Occafional  Con- 
formity Bill,  nay  even  rhcir  precious  Liberty  of  Con- 
ference will  be  ta ken  away  :  We  fhall  loon  fee  whether 
they  have  any  ground  for  fuch  Rcpqrts,  or  whether  they 
are  altogether  fictitious  and  falfe  ;  let  honed;  Men  but 
take  notice  of,  and  remember  the  Perfons  who  make 
it  their  Bufinefs  to  talk  up  thefe  Stones  in  Converfation, 
that.,  when  they  (hail  fee  the  Event  to  be  otherwife, 
they  may  know  who  are  the  Tools  of  the  Party,  and  ne- 
ver more  fuffer  them  to  impofe  upon  their  Credulity  * 
in  the  mean  time  1  dare  aifure  them  that  they  have  none 
of  thefe  things  to  fear,  and  that  Her  Majefly  is  as  firmly 
refolv'c!  againfl  all  Extreams  as  they  can  wj&,  that  She 
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will  bear  equal  regard  to  Men  that  behave  themfelves 
well  of  either  fide,  and  deflres  that  the  Names  of  Parties 
and  Factions  may  be  buried  m  Oblivion,  and  that  we 
may  have  no  other  Mark  of  Diftin&ion  among  us  than 
that  of  Knaves  from  honeft  Men  ;  that  they  will  find 
fuch  of  theTories  (as  People  ftill  call  them)  as  (hall  be 
admitted  into  the  Miniftry,will  come  into  moderate  mea- 
fures,  and  when  any  of  them  att  otherwife  they  will  be 
laid  by-,  and  that  the  Queen  has  declared,  as  a  Principle 
lie  will  alwavs  ftand  by,  that  fhe  will  never  fuffer  Her- 
felf  to  be  prevail'd  upon  to  make  the  Diffenters  uneafy 
by  an  Occasional  Conformity  Bill,  or  any  thing  like  it; 
and  that  She  will  inviolably  maintain  the  Toleration 
they  now  enjoy. 

Nor  will  the  Party  flop  here,  but  to  fliew  that  they 
have  oo  Limits  to  their  Scandal,  they  give  out,  that 
nothing  lefs  is  defign'd  by  thefe  Changes,  but  that  fuch 
Men  may  be  put  into  Power  as  will  work  about  another 
Revolution,  and  bring  the  Pretender  in  upon  us ;  they 
tell  us  too  of  a  Spunge  that  (hall  wipe  out  all  the  publick 
Debts,  and  cancel  the  appropriated  Funds.  Fortiter  ca- 
hmniare^  aliquod  adhrtreat^  is  an  Old  Maxim  which  they 
pra&ife  as  freely  as  any  People  ever  did  before  them, 
they  know  that  nothing  can  more  expofe  Men  to  the 
Odium  of  the  Nation  than  fuch  Imputations,  and  there- 
fore they  labour  to  fix  them  on  their  Enemies  without 
the  leaft  regard  to  Truth :  But  fuch  things  can't  be 
brought  about  without  fome  previous  Indications,  'twill  be 
then  time  enough  to  fufped  fuch  villainous  defigns  when 
any  thing  like  them  appears,  and,  God  be  thank'd, 
there  is  fo  general  a  Difpofition  in  the  People  of  this 
Kingdom  (notwithftanding  their  Party-Feuds  and  Divi- 
sions) to  fupport  Her  Majefty's  Title  to  the  Crown, 
the  Succeffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  and  their  own 
Rights  and  Properties,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to  di- 
fturb  our  felves  with  fuch  Apprehenfions,  or  think  it  in 
the  power  of  a  few  Minifters,  if  they  had  the  Will,  to  at- 
tempt them  •,  and  I  am  in  no  doubt  but  that  we  fhall 
fee  fuch  Men  in  the  New  Miniftry  as  will  foon  convince 
the  Nation,  by  their  A&ions,  that  they  will  fhew  as 
ranch  Zeal  for  the  prefent  Government  more  Duty  to 
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Her  Majefty,  and  lefs  regard  to  their  own  private  Inte- 
reft,  than  their  Predeccffors  •,  in  the  mean  time,  we  need 
take  no  more  pains  to  anfwer  thefe  Calumnies,  than 
the  Parfon  did  to  confute  the  Cardinal,  and  that  was 
to  tell  him  in  fhort,  Bellarwn  thou  lveft.  They  have 
told  us  that  thefe  Changes  would  fhock  our  Allies,  and 
force  us  into  a  difhonourable  Peace,  but  we  have  ken 
the  quite  contrary  •>  and  then  we  are  to  be  perfuaded  that; 
thefe  Clafhings  among  our  felves  have  encourag'd  our 
Enemies  to  break  off  the  Treaty  *  I  hope  for  the  better 
ftill,  and  that  in  the  next,  more  regard  will  be  had  to 
the  Trading  Intereft  of  Great  Britain  than  thefe  Minifters 
had  (hewn  in  the  former  Preliminaries. 

The  laft  of  their  Clamours  which  I  (hall  here  take 
notice  of,  is  that  againft  diflblving  the  Parliament.  A 
Parliament,  fay  they,  that  have  given  fuch  vaft  and 
effeftual  Supplies  to  fupport  the  War,  atid  done  every 
thing  that  could  be  expc&ed  from  them  to  (hew  their 
fteddy  Zeal  to  the  Queen  and  Government;  in  all  this 
they  did  but  their  Duty,  and  why  fhould  we  fear  that 
the  next  will  not  do  it  as  well  ?  But  it  muft  be  faid 
withal,  that  the  junto  had  wrought  up  fo  great  a  majo- 
rity into  Engagements  to  ftand  by  them  on  all  Occa* 
lions,  by  Voting  unanimously  in  every  thing  that  con- 
cern^ the  Miniftry,  that  'twas  from  thence  they  took 
the  Confidence  to  make  thofe  large  Steps  1  have  former- 
ly mention'd  ;  and  therefore  'tis  no  wonder  that  they 
are  fo  extreamly  fond  of  this  Parliament,  and  fo  much 
afraid  of  its  Diflblution  •,  take  away  this,  and  we  know 
their  Strength  is  departed  from  them  ^  if  they  can  but 
get  this  Parliament  to  fit,  they  have  hope,  and  'tis  the 
only  hope  they  have  left,  that  their  Party  will  ftill  Rick 
together  and  be  ftrong  enough  to  retard  the  Supplies  till 
they  have  forced  a  kind  of  neceflity  upon  the  Queen  to 
undo  all  that  has  been  done,  and  fubmit  Herfelf  to  their 
Dominion  again  •,  and  perhaps  Her  Majefty  may  think 
that  a  fufficient  Rcafon  utterly  to  deprive  them  of  that 
Hope  ^  of  what  Ufe  is  that  Right  of  the  Prerogative  to 
diflblve  Parliaments,  if  it  may  not  be  exerciVd  on  fuch 
Occafions?  No  Wrong  can  be  done  to  the  Sub;e£te  by 
it,  for  their  Right  of  Eledh'on  remains  free  to  them, 
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and  they  tniy  chtife  as  many  of  the  fame  Members  a^ 
gain  as  they  think  fir.  After  all,  I  rnuft  own  that  I 
ihould  be  glad  that  the  chilling  a  New  Parliament  could 
be  avoided  at  a  time  when  the  People  on  both  fides  are 
in  fo  high  a  Ferment,  I  know  alfo  that  a  great  many 
good  Men  equally  zealous  for  their  Queen  and  Country, 
would  be  extreamly  gracifyM  if  it  could  be  forborn  5  and 
1  can't  doubt,  but  that  fuch  a  Number  of  the  true  old- 
principled  Whig*  (fuch  asVoted  for  the  Bill  againft  Officers 
fitting  in  the  Houfe)  would  come  over  into  Her  Majefty's 
juft  Meafures,  thlt  they  would  leave  the  Junto-Party  ve- 
ry thin  and  impotent -,  but  I  freely  fubmit  to  the  Wif- 
dom  of  my  Superiours. 

I  will,  Sir,  own  to  you, That  I  have  always  efpous'd  the 
true  Whig-  Principle  -v  that  is,  to  be  heartily  affe&ed  to 
the  Court  and  Miniftry  when  they  a£t  uprightly  for  the 
publick  'Good,  and  as  heartily  to  oppofe  them  when  they 
do  otherwife,  and  you'll  fee  that  1  regard  the  thing  it 
felf  fo  much  more  than  the  bare  Name  of  it^  which 
fame  Men  have  affum'd  only  to  work  thefr  own  ends, 
that  I  have  as  freely  animadverted  on  the  late  Proceed- 
ings of  .feme  of  my  own  Party  as  you  have  done  upon 
yours;  but  (till  I  defire  youil  take  notice,  that  as  the 
Number  of  the  Whigs  is  made  up  for  the  moft  part  of 
Men  of  Thought  and  Induftry,  who  under  ftand  their 
Principle  and  are  careful  to  preferve  Liberty  and  Pro- 
perty, Iefleem  them  to  be  generally  honeft  well-mean- 
ing People,  and  to  intend  the  pubiick  Good  ^  but  then 
when  their  Leaders  have  proved  otherwife,  they  have 
been  too  apt  to  be  deceiv'd  and  milled  by  them  through 
the  Confidence  and  good  Opinion  they  have  of  them, 
being  blind  to  their  Faults,  and  constantly  {landing  by 
them  in  Oppofition  to  thofe  they  account  Tories  even  tho* 
the  former  fhould  purfue  wrong  mcafurcs,  and  the  later 
be  in  the  right. 

On  the  other  fide,  I  take  £he  Generality  of  the  Tories 
to  confift  moftly  of  a  loofer  and  lefs  thoughtful  fort  bfc 
People,  who  look  no  further  than  the  Outfide  of  things, 
and  take  up  with  Notions  they  don't  underftand , 
condemning  the  very  fame  things  in  others  which  they 
have  pra£Us'd  themfclvess,  they  are  mightily  influence! 
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by  the  High-flying  Clergy,  and  dance  after  their  Pipe  m 
every  thing,  and  we  fee  what  a  Madnefs  they  are  run  into 
for  the  filencing  an  Incendiary  •,  What  a  Nolle  do  they 
make  with  their  Nonfenfkal  Addreffes  and  Furious  Info- 
lent  Sermons  I  We  know  that  the  Queen  has  both  an 
Hereditary  and  Parliamentary  Title,    but  without  the 
later  She  had  not  now  fo  happily  fill'd  the  Throne : 
What  do  they  mean  then  by  crying  up  the  Hereditary* 
and  flighting  the  Parliamentary  Title  ?  And  what  Non- 
fenfe  is  it  in  them  to  lay  fo  great  Strefs  on  the  former, 
and  yet  at  the  fame  time  to  profefs  their  Adherence  to 
the  Succeflion  in  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  which  can  pre- 
tend to  no  Claim  but  by  A£t  of  Parliament  1  But,  if 
their  own  ignorant  Partisans  don't  fee,  we  know  what 
the  Contrivers  intend  by  it  •,  for  one  of  their  own  Wri- 
ters has  told  us  plainly,  that   Hereditary  Rigbt3  and  the 
Natural  Allegiance  due  to  it,  is  a  flttbborn  thing,  and  will  not 
bend  even  to  an  Aft  of  Parliament,  nor  t$  a  thousand  Ufurpa~ 
tions.    This  is  plain  enough  without  a  Comment.    Why 
do  they  make  fuch  an  Outcry  againft  Rebellion  and  Re- 
bellious Principles,  when,   (except  the  notorious  Jaco- 
bites who  herd  with  them,  and  what  has  lately  appearM 
on  their  own  fide)  the  whole  Nation  is  full  of  Duty,  Loy- 
alty, and  Hearty  Affe&ion  to  Her  Majefty  ?  To  what 
end  do  they  cry  out  againft  Republicans,  when  at  this 
day  there  is  not  the  leaft  Appearance  of  any  Party  that 
affed  any  Change  of  the  Eftablifh'd  Government  i  For 
mv  own  part,  I  am  fufpicious  that  the  Non- jurors  and  the 
High-Church  Clergy,  who  think  their  Ecclefiaftical  Do- 
mination too  much  dip'd  by  our  prefent  Conftitution^ 
are  at  the  bottom  of  all  thefe  Out-cries,  that  if  poffible 
they  might  ftir  up  their  giddy  Devotoes  to  bring  in  the 
Pretender,  with  whom  they  may  imagine  that  they  could 
make  their  own  Terms.     Such  falfe  and  malicious  Sug- 
geftions  as  the  above-mentioned,  do  indeed  (hew  the  true 
Spirit  oftTorifm\  but  then  we  muft  do  fo  much  Right 
to  others  who  are  reckoned  of  that  Party,  as  to  acknow- 
ledge that  there  are  many  Gentlemen  among  them,  who 
tho'  they  may  have  a  more  than  needful  Concern  for  the 
Monarchy  and  the  Eftablifh'd  Church,  are  yet  zealous  for 
the  fupporting  Her  .Mayfly's  Tide  and  the  Hanover  Sue- 
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ceffion^  and  do  fincerely  approve  the  Revolution-Prin* 
ciples^  and  abhor  the  Slavifli  Do&rine  of  Unlimited 
Pafiive  Obedience  :  And  thefe  do,  in  rcfpeft  to  Civil 
Government  fo  nearly  mean  the  fame  thing  with  the 
honeft,  well  meaning,  difinterefted  Wbigs^  that  if  theft 
two  forts  would  but  Jet  fall  their  mutual  Jealoufles,  and 
unite  themfelves  in  all  thofe  things  that  apparently  con* 
cern  the  publick  Good^  the  Nation  might  be  fo  happy 
as  to  fee  a  fpeedy  end  put  to  our  Fa£tious  Divi'ion^  and 
the  defigning  Grandees  on  both  Sides  would  find  them* 
felves  left  without  Followers  to  fhift  for  themfelves. 

'Tis  moft  certain  that  all  good  Men  mean  well,  and 
that  their  Animolities  againft  each  other  on  account  of 
their  differing  Sentiments,  arife  more  from  the  prejudices 
of  Education  and  Converfation,  than  from  a  through 
Examination  and  well-grounded   Knowledge   of  the 
Points  in  Controverfy,   and  the  Strife  between  them 
feems  indeed  to  be  more  about  words  than  the  things 
themfelves/othat  the  admitting  but  a  few  modeftand  eafy 
Diftin6tions  would  go  a  great  way  towards  reconciling 
their  various  Opinions:   To  inftance  in  fome  Particu- 
lars ^  the  Tories  value  themfelves  highly  upon  their  Prin- 
ciples of  Loyalty  to  Princes,  and  fay  they  are  net  to  be 
relifted,  but  mull  be  obey'd  Adively  or  Paflively  *  thus 
far  the  Wb^s  agree  with  them,  and  allow  that  Lawful 
Authority  is  not  to  be  refilled  •,  that  Civil  Government 
is  the  Ordinance  of  God  for  the  procuring  and  confer- 
ving  the  Peace  and  Quiet  of  hnman  Societies  ^  that  'tis 
the  indifpenfible  Duty  of  allChriftians  to  live  peaceably 
and  quietly  under  their  Princes  and  Magiftrates,  to  reve- 
rence their  Perlons  and  efteem  them  Sacred 5  and  if  in 
any  cafe  they  cannot  obey  them  A&ivelyr  yet  they  are 
bound  to  obey  them  Paflfively  in  every  thing  relating  to 
their  juft  Power*,   this,  and  nothing  lefs,  is  what  they 
think  fufficient  to  anfwer  the  End  of  Humane  Govern- 
rnenr.   But  then  the  Laudean  Church-men  have5  from 
thefe  true  Principles,  taught  by  the  Scriptures,  and  be- 
lieved by  every  good  Chriftian,    extorted   extravagant 
Confequences  no-where  warranted  by  the  Sacred  Wri- 
tings, and  utterly  deftruftive  of  the  Rights  of  Mankind^ 
and  contrary  to  the  common  Dift&tes  of  Reafon  and  the 
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fcaws  of  Nature;  they  would  perfuade  us  that  all  Kings  are  Jure  Diviho 
jplac'd  above  the  Laws,  and  accountable  to  no  Power  on  Earth  for  their 
Mifgovernment,  that  we  are  bound  to  fubmic  our  fclves  to  them  with  an 
Unlimited  Paflive  Obedience,  and  if  they  thould  violate  all  the  Laws  of  Li- 
berty and  Property,  and  mould  attempt  to  take  from  us  our  Eftates,  Wives, 
Children,  nay  our  Lives  meerly  to  gratify  their  own  Will  and  Pleafure,  we 
are  not  to  make  the  ieaft  Refiftance  on  pain  of  Eternal  Damnation.  This 
how  is  fuch  a  Doctrine  of  Slavery  that  it  perverts  the  very  end  for  which 
God  Almighty  inftituted  Government,  and  is  fo  contrary  to  his  Divine  At* 
tributes  of  Wifdom,  Juftice  and  Goodnefs,  that,  tho*  ic  may  pafs  for  good 
Mahometanifm,  I  am  fure  there's  no  Chriftianuy  in  ic  :  the  Scripture?  in- 
deed give  us  a  Defcription  of  what  wicked  Kings  would  dot  fuch  as  God 
gave  to  his  People  in  his  Anger  and  took  away  in  his  Wrath,  and  their 
Tyranny  is  denoune'd  as  a  Curfe  upon  the  Israelites  for  rejecting  their  God, 
but  is  no-where  approv'd,  nor  were  the  People  bound  ro  fubmic  roic;  the 
one  tnftance  (befides  many  others)  df  the  Ten  Tribes  rejecting  Rehoboam, 
and  making  Jeroboam  their  King,  and  that  this  is  faid  to  be  from  the  Lord; 
is  fufEcient  to  confute  Gainfayers :  All  Hiftory  is  full  of  Examples  of  the 
People's  refcuing  themfelvcs  from  the  Tyranny  and  Oppreflion  of  their  bad 
Princes  whenever  they  were  able;  the  Hugonots  in  France,  the  Dutch  and 
the  Scots,  have  in  thefe  later  times  taken  up  Arms  againft  their  Lawful 
Princes  when  they  dpprefifed  them  in  their  Civil  and  Religious  Rights,  and 
yet  they  have  been  approv'd  therein  by  all  good  Proteftants.  The  Whig's 
therefore  fay,  that  the  Precepts  of  the  A poftle  enjoin  fuch  an  Obedience  as 
is  due  to  all  Lawful  Government  and  claim  not  the  leaft  Pretence  to  Refi- 
ftance, but  in  fuch  extream  Cafes  when  the  Prince  breaks  through  the 
Fundamental  Laws  of  his  Country,  and  fets  himfelf  to  deftroy  Liberty, 
Property,  Religion,  and  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  the  People,  then  rhey 
believe  that  Chriftianity  does  not  require  Free-born  Subjecls  to  ftibmit  them- 
felves  to  become  Slaves,  but  that  they  may  ufe  fuch  Power  as  God  has  gi- 
ven them,  to  defend  and  preferve  themfelves,  and  to  reftore  the  Laws  and 
Liberties  of  their  Country  j  this  muft  be  admitted  by  all  who  approve  of  the 
late  Happy  Revolution,  wherein  there  feemsaDefign  of  Providence  to  ex- 
pofe  the  great  Sticklers  for  PafTive  Obedience  and  Non  Refi/tabce,  who, 
when  they  began  to  feel  the  Rod  of  Perfection  upon  their  own  Back?; 
foon  forgot  their  own  Doclrines,  were  the  firft  that  invited  the  then  Prince 
of  Orange  to  come  over  with  an  Army,  and  join'd  heartily  with  the  Whi^s 
to  refill  the  late  King  James,  and  refcue  the  Nation  from  the  impending 
Ruine ;  and  thus  we  have  feen  that  how  much  foever  thefe  Parties  have 
differM  in  words,  they  both  agree  in  the  ncceflity  of  the  thing  ;  and  for 
thofe  that  have  lince  ftrain'd  their  Inventions  to  perfuade  the  World  rhac 
marching  with  an  Army  againft  the  late  Ring  James,  firing  upon  his  Forces 
at  Readings  and  driving  him  out  of  the  Kingdom  was  no  Refinance,  but 
ftill  good  Paflive  Obedience,  their  ridiculous  Sophiftry  deferves  no  other 
Anfwer  but  Contempt.  But  the  Tories  think  this  Notion  of  Refinance  en- 
courages Trcafons  and  Rebellions,  for  every  one  may  think  himfelf  a  com- 
petent Judge  when  the  King  mifgoverns,  and  confequentlv  may  oppofe  him  : 
We  fay  no,  'tis  not  A£b  of  private  Injuftice.or  meer  Errors  in  Government 
that  can  warrant  a  People  to  refift  the  Authority  that  God  has  plac'd  over 
them,  heft  we  0#n  Faffivs  dbsdisnee  to  be  a  Christian's  Duty,  and  corf- 
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tend  for  it  is  as  much  as  tbcmfelves  ;  But  when  a  Prince  (hall  exercift  re* 
peated  Ads  of  Violence  and  Opprefiion  upon  his  People,  fhall  difpeofe  with 
the  known  Laws,  and  fee  himfeif  ro  overturn  the  Conftitution,  and  to  make 
his  own  Will  and  P.eafurc  the  only  Rule  of  his  Government,  and  all  this  is 
as  vifible  to  the  whole  Nation  as  the  Sun  that  (hines  at  Noon,  then,  and  never 
till  then  is  the  time  (if  no  other  means  be  left)  for  the  People  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  lad  Remedy  ;  and  herein  I  believe  all  confiderate  unprejudiced 
Men  or*  the  Tory  Party  agree  with  us  ;  nor  is  there  any  Whig,  (that  I  know 
of)  who  will  nor  heartily  fubmit  to  the  Chriftian  Doctrine  of  Obedience, 
as  clear 'd  up  by  the  prefenr  Pious  and  Learned  Archbifhop  of  York  in  his  Ex- 
cellent Sermon  preach 'd  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  on  the  30th  of 'January, 
1  7  lo-  wherein  he  aiferts  that,  The  ftanding  Laws  of  every  Country  are  the 
Rule  of  the  Subjecls  Obedience  and  not  meerly  the  Will  of  the  Prince, 

Again,  the  Tories  commend  themfelves  for  fteddy  Supporters  of  Monar- 
chy, and  upbraid  the  Whigs  for  Men  of  Republican  and  Antimonarchical 
Principles.     Thefe  Terms  indeed  render  them  as  dire&Iy  oppofitein  their 
Opinions  as  Liberty  is  to  Slavery,  and  yet,  when  what  each  of  them  mean 
by  chefe  Terms  is  fairly  explain'd,  I  believe  it  will  appear  that  the  honeft 
and  judicious  Men  on  both  Sides  are  equally  enclin'd  to  fupport  and  oppofe 
the  fame  kinds  both  of  Monarchical  and  Commonwealth  Governments.  Po- 
liticians have  diftifaguifhed  Monarchy  into  Abfolute  and  Limited  ;  Abfolute 
Monarchy  is  where  the  Prince  in  his  own  Perfon  is  above  all  the  Laws,  and 
governs  alone  by  his  own  Will  and  Pleafure,  the  Lives,  Liberties,  and  E- 
tfates  of  all  his  Subjects  (or  rather  Slaves)  being  inrirely  at  his  own  Difpo* 
fal,  and  he  gives  Laws  and  takes  them  away  at  his  Pleafure,  his  (ingle  Will 
being  the  only  Law,  and  his  People  mud  fubmit  to  whatfocver  Taxes  he  re- 
quires: The  Emperor  of  the  Turks,  the  King  of  Perfiay  and  other  Eaftern 
Princes  govern  after  this  manner,  and  the  French  King,  with  fome  other 
European  Princes,  who  have  fupprefs'd   the  Authority  of  their  Parliaments, 
come  little  Qiort  of  it.     What  they  call  a  Limired  Monarchy  is,  where  the 
King  bears  a  Royal  Grandeur,  Dignity,  and  Majetfy  equal  with  the  other, 
and  enjoys  the  fupream  Adminiftration  of  the  Government,  but  has  not  in 
himfeif  Authority  to  make,  abrogate,  or  difpenfe  with  the  (landing  Laws 
of  the  Kingdom,  or  to  raife  Taxes  upon  the  People,  but  the  Parliament 
or  States  of  the  Kingdom  participate  with  him  in  the  Power  of  Legsflation, 
and  they  have  a  Right  to  enquire  into  any   Mifmanagement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  to  punifti  fuch  Minifters  or  Officers  as  have  ac~Kd  contrary  ta 
the  Laws,  or  done  any  thing  to  the  Detriment  of  the  publicfc  Weal,  in 
which  Cafes  the  King  may  not  interpofe  or  pardon  the  Delinquents  j  and 
thus  the  Liberties  and  Properties  of  the  People  are  defended  and  fecfircd  ro 
rhem  by  the  Laws.     This  Form  of  Government,  with  fmall  Alteration,  was 
introduced  into  moil  of  the  Kingdoms  of  Europe  by  the  Gothic  People,  in 
fome  the  King  was  Elective,  in  others  Hereditary,  but  not  always  confin'd 
to  the  immediate  Succeflion  of  Birth-Right.     A  Republ'ck  or  Common- 
wealth is  where  the  Power  of  both  Legiflation  and  Adminiftration  is  plac'd 
in  many,  chofen  among  the  Subjects  for  their   Wifdom  or  Merit,  without 
any  (ingle  Perfon  or  King  to  be  Supream  or  Head  of  the  Government.   Now 
our  Modern  Flatterers  of  Royal  Power,  becaufe  our  Conftitution  is  cali'd  a 
Monarchy,  have  taken  the  Advantage  of  the  word  toattribure  to  our  King* 
the  fame  Powers  chat  are  taken  by  an  Abfolute  Monarch,  and  have  magni- 
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f/d  his  Authority  above  the  Laws,  which  is  a  palpable  Abfur- 
dity,  for  then  there  can  be  no  Limitation  j  but  we  know  that 
ours  is  (  and  has  been  fo  accounted  from  time  immemorial  )  a 
limited  Monarchy,  and  they  that  argue  againft  it,  do  evert  the 
very  foundation  of  the  Nation's  Rights,  and  deferve  not  to  live 
in  the  Kingdom.     A  limited  Monarchy  then  and  a  Common- 
wealth do  both  aim  at  the  prefervation   of  the  Liberty  of  the 
Subje&,  and  if  the  Ancients  could  have  forefcen  how  much  the 
word  Monarchy  would  have  perverted  it's  Companion,  perhaps 
they  might  have  thought  it  as  fit  to  have  calPd  this  kind  of  Go- 
vernment a  regal  Commonwealth^  and  we  fee  at  this  day  the 
Tolanders  ftile  themfelvesa  Commonwealth,  though  they  put  a 
King  at  the  Head  on'r  •,  this  then  is  the  only  Republick  we  love, 
and  the  Abfolute  is  the  only  Monarchy  we  hate,  and  in  this, 
(as  I  faid  at  firft)  I  believe  all  the  honeft  and  judicious  among 
both  Whigs  and  Tories,  mean  the  fame  thing  :  'Tis  true  our 
Fathers  try'd  the  Experiment  of  a  Commonwealth  without  a 
King,  but 'twas  found  fo  difagreeable  to  the  Genius  of  this  Na- 
tion, that  the  People  rather  chofe  to  fet  up  a  Broomftick  and 
fubmit  to  it,  than  to  be  without  a  fingle  Head  or  Supream  ia 
the  Government,  and   it  appear'd  plainly  in  the  Convention- 
Parliament,  that  the  number  of  thofe  was  very  inconfiderable 
who  (hew'd  any  Inclination  to  change  our  limited  Monarchy 
into  a  diredl  Commonwealth,  fo  that  the  Refle<5Hon  upon  the 
Whigs  at  this  day  is  wholly  malicious  and  groundlefs  on  that 
Account. 

In  like  manner  our  religious  Contefts  are  more  about  Cere- 
monies and  Church  Difcipline  than  the  Worfhip  of  God,  which 
confifts  in  Spirit  and  Truth,  and  therein  I  am  afraid  all  Parties 
will  be  found  too  much  wanting.  God  created  Man  in  a  State 
of  Innocence,  Uprightnefs  and  Spiritual  Union  with  his  Maker^ 
but  through  the  Difobedience  of  our  firft  Parents  this  Heavenly 
Condition  was  loft,  and  the  Curfe  of  Sin, Death  and  Hell  entail'd 
upon  all  their  Poftcrity  ♦,  hence  it  is  that  every  Man,  who  fe- 
rioufly  examines  his  own  Heart,  finds  by  experience  that 
his  Will  and  Affe&ions  are  deprav'd  ,  fo  that  his  chiefeft 
Love  and  Defire  are  turn'd  away  from  the  Supreme  Good 
and  plac'd  upon  the  Creatures  amd  worldly  enjoyments  ^  the 
folc  End  of  Religion  then  is  to  reform  and  correct  cur  evil 
Natures  and  corrupt  Inclinations  \  in  order  to  which,  God  in 
his  infinite  Mercy  hath  given  us  Divine  Helps  and  Means  faffi- 
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£ientto  recover  us  out  of  this  undone  State  and  Condition  ^  an4 
to  conduft  us  to  his  Heavenly  Kingdom  •,  the  firft  and  Foundati- 
on of  all  was  his  promife  to  fend  his  only  Son,who  in  the  fulnefs 
of  time  came  into  the  World,  cook  upon  him  our  Nature,  be- 
came acquainted  with  our  Infirmities,  and  was  made  like  unto 
us  in  all  things^  Sin  excepted  •,  having  perform'd  the  Will  of 
jhis  Father  upon  Earth,  he  gave  hjmielf  up  unto  Death  as  a  Sa- 
crifice to  appeaft   the  Wrath  of  God  for  the  Sins  of  all  Man- 
kind •,  after  his  Refurre#ion  from  the  Dead  he  fent  forth  the 
Holy  Spirit^  and  fhed  abroad  the  Love  of  God  in  the  hearts  of 
theFaithiul,  and  gave  them  his  Grace  to  enable  them  to  live 
^ighteoufly  and  Godly  in  this  prefent  evil  World,  then  he  af  < 
cended  into  Heaven,  where  he  fits  at  the  Right  Hand  of  God 
^he  Father  making  Interceffion  for  us,  till  he  (hall  come  again 
at  the  laft  Day  ro  judge  both  the  Quick  and  the  Dead  according 
to  their  deeds  done  in  the  Body  -?  and  as  God  has  thus  given  us 
his  Son,  he  hath  truly  with  him  given  us  all  things,  all  fecon- 
dary  Helps  and  Means  for  our  encouragement  to  perfevere  in 
the  way  of  fpiritual  Religion-,  fuch  as  the  Holy  Scriptures^ 
the  Ordinance?,  Church  Fellowships,  and  Communion  of  Saints, 
Paftors  and  Teachers^  with  all  other  heavenly  Gifts  and  Graces, 
for  the  edifying  the  Body  in  Love3  and  building  up  in  the  moft 
holy  Faith.     This  then  is  fuch  a  Syftem  of  Religion,  as  I 
think  all  Chriftians  do  agree  in  ;  and  tho*  all  reafonable  Men 
hold  for  a  Maxim  that  the  End  is  always  more  worthy  than  the 
Weans  neceffary  to  the  attaining  itv  yet  fuch  is  the  miferable 
Apoftacy  of  profefs'd  Christians,  that  both  Clergy  and  Layety 
of  all  forts  have  manifefted  a  much  greater  Zeal  for  the  Means 
or  outward  form  of  Religion^  than  for  the  End,  which  is  the 
changing  our  deprav'd  feature  and  fandifying  the  Soul  •,   they 
have  wrangled,  fought5  and  contended  folong  and  fo  bitterly  a- 
bout  the  Ihadow,   that  they  feem  to  have  loll  the  Virtue,  Pow- 
der and  Subftance  of  it  $  nay  to  fuch  a  degree  of  Profanenefs  are 
Men  grown,  that  'tis  too  frequent  to  hear  fome  Swear  and  exe- 
crate for  their  Church  ^  but  we  feldom  tee  the  fierceft  Conten- 
ders tor  Religion  (hew  any  in   their   Lives  and  Cpnverfation  ; 
whilft  the  fober  practical  Cbriftian  finds  he  has  enough  *o  do  ro 
watch  againfl  the  infirmities  of  his  own  Nature^  to  Mafter  his 
own  Will,  and  to  mortify  his  carnal  Affe£tions  and  finful  Incli- 
nations, andisfo  fcnfib.ieof  his  own  Unwqrthinefs,  that  he's 
raueh  Readier  to  judge  and  condenfq  himfclf  than ;  others  ^  be 
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falls  not  out  with  bis  Brethren  by  the  way,  but  is  full  of  Meek-* 
nefs,  Tendernefs,  Love  and  Compaffion,  and  bears  good  will 
and  univerfal  Charity  to  all  Chriftians,  without  regard  to  their 
differing  Forms  of  Worfhip  2  How  little  of  this  Temper  do  we 
fee  in  the  condudt  of  many  who  pretend  to  be  Minifters  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Peace,  and  yet   fill  their  Sermons  with  Reviling, 
Slander  and  Inve&ive,  to  ftir  up  Men's  minds  to  Wrath  and 
Difcord  ?  May  we  not  then  from  their  works  conclude  that  thefe 
have  no  favour  of  the  things  of  God,  but  are  of  the  fame  Spi- 
rit with  fuch  whom  our  Saviour  denominated  Wolves  in  Sheep's 
clothing,  and  that  they  are  of  their  Father  the  Devil,  whofe 
Works  they  do?  'Tis  high  time  for  the  Multitude  to  open  their 
Eyes  and  look  about  them  to  fee  whether  thefe  Guides  are  lea- 
ding them,  and  for  the  Government  to  awake,  and  provide 
fuch  Laws  as  may  flop  all  Mouths  and  Pens  from  weakening 
our  Conftitution,  betraying  our  Liberties,  expofing  the  Revo- 
lution, and  undermining  the  Qyen'*  Parliamentary   Title  and 
the  Proteftant  Succeffion.     But  thefe  High-flying  Clergy-men 
would  place  themfelves  in  a  Station  above  the  reach  of  Human 
Laws,  they  tell  us  they  are  Jure  Divino,  God's  Heritage,  a 
Royal  Priefthood,  touch  not  mine  Anointed,  &c.     We  fee 
they  would  be  flying  as  high  as  Popery  itfelf  if  we  would  lee 
'em  :  But  though  thefe  glorious  Titles  are  predicated  of  the 
Divine  Spiritual  Gofpel-Church  and  Miniftry,  let  not  thefe 
Men  be  too  forward  to  attribute  them  to  themfelves,  till  they 
firft  convince  us  that  they  have  no  ambition  to  exceed  the  bounds 
of  the  Gofpel  difpenfation;  'tis  not  enough  for  them  to  tell  us  that 
they  arethe  SuccefTors  of  the  Apoftles,unlefs  withal  they  fhewus 
that  they  area&ed  and  guided  by  the  fame  Spirit  that  dwelt  in 
the  Primitive  Chriftians.  We  freely  yield  to  them  that  the  Office 
of  Chriftian   Biffiops,  Paftors,  &c.  are  of  Divine  Inftitution, 
but  then  let  them  diftinguifh  with  us  between   what  is  Divine, 
and  what  is  but  Human  in  the  Exercife  and  Appendices  of  thofe 
Offices  ^  many  Powers  and  Emoluments   have  been  added   to 
them  which  were  not  known  or  thought  on  in  the  Days  of  the 
Apoftles,  fuch  as  Lordly  Titles,  Temporal  Poffeffions,  Jurifdr- 
(ftions  and  Immunities,  with  the  divers  Forms,  Powers,  Litur- 
gies and  Ceremonies  of  National  Churches,  and  the  Dominion 
of  the  Clergy  over  the  Layety  -x  thefe  things  may  be  ufeful  to 
Religious  Societies  fo  far  as  they  conduce  to  their  Support,  De- 
cency and  gqo4  Order,  bvit  are  i^ot  iadee^  any  part  <?f  true  Spih 
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ritual  Religion^omore  than  the  Garment  is  a  part  of  the  Body, 
and  may  be  enlarged  or  diminilhed,  put  on,  or  put  off,  as  the 
differing  circumftances  of  time  and  place3  and  the  Inclinations 
of  the  Prince  and  People  may  require  :  In  fhorr,  we  ought  to 
diftingnifh  between  the  Political  Churches  of  Nations,  which 
are  fubje£fc  to  be  fet  up  and  pulPd  down,  limited  and  reform'd 
by  the  Authority  of  the  Chriftian  Magistrate  $  and  the  invifible 
Church  of  Chrift,  which  con  fills  of  all  fuch  of  the  whole  Body 
of  Chriftians,  who  Worfiiip  God  in  Spirit  and  Truth,  whofe 
Powers  and  Privileges  are  not  Carnal,  but  Spiritual,  and  can 
never  be  altered  or  taken  away ;  God  grant  that  all  Men  of 
good-will  of  whatfoever  perfwafion  may  be  found  of  this  num- 
ber, without  which  all  our  Zeal  for  the  outward  Forms  of  Re- 
ligious Worfhip  will  ftand  U3  in  no  ftead,  in  this  I  am  fure  all 
fincere  Virtuous  and  Pious  Chriftians  agree  with  each  other,  and 
for  the  reft,  they  do  but  prophane  the  venerable  Name  of  God 
by  their  pretences  to  Religion  ;  and  if  fuch  (hould  come  to  be 
made  Legal  Bifhops  and  Paftors  of  Political  Churches,  they 
might  yet  have  no  part  or  portion  in  the  Royal  Priefthood  or 
in  God's  Heritage, 

I  am  very  fenfible  that  my  Argument  has  led  me  to  fpeak  of 
things  which  may  touch  fome  great  Men  whom  I  yet  honour  in 
my  heart,  but  all  the  refpeft  I  was  able  to  Chew  on  fuch  an  oc- 
cafion,  was  to  forbear  their  Names ;  the  Fails  I  have  mention- 
ed are  known  to  be  true3  9tis  therefore  their  own  A£Kons  that 
reflet  theCenfure,  not  the  Relation  ;  I  have  the  utmoft  aver- 
sion to  detract  from  the  merit  of  fuch  who  have  deferv'd  well 
of  their  Country,  but  when  any  Man  has  done  tbemoft  glo- 
rious A&ions,  has  defervedly  gain'd  an  univerfal  Efteem  both 
at  home  and  abroad  •,  and  has  obtain'd  both  the  greateft  Riches 
and  the  higheft  Honours  that  his  Country  is  capable  to  confer, 
he  ought  ftill  to  confider  on  his  parr,  that  he  has  done  but  his 
Duty,  that  he  has  been  bountifully  rewarded,  and  to  remember 
that  he  is  ftill  but  a  fubje^  and  the  greateft  of  fubje&s  owe 
the  fame  regard  to  the  good  Pleafure  and  juft  Commands  of  his 
Sovereign  as  the  meaneft  Peafant  in  the  Kingdom  ;  we  know 
that  the  greateft  and  wifeft  of  Men  are  ftill  (ubjeft  to  human 
Infirmities,  and  may  have  ftronger  Temptations  to  ambitious 
Exceffes  than  fuch  as  move  in  lower  Spheres  ^  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
the  beft  of  our  wifhes  in  his  behalf  (hould  be,  that  he  may  be 
teform'd  by  fame  feafonabk  reproof$  and  be  prefervM  from, 
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falling  into  any  fuch  extream  as  might  cancel  (he  merit  of  his 
paft  Services,  and  in  the  mean  time,  tho*  we  are  willing  to 
bear  a  large  mcafhre  of  Refpeft  and  Good-will  for  him  ;  yet 
our  indifpenfible  Duty  and  Love  to  our  moft  Excellent  Queen 
and  our  Country  ought  always  to  engage  our  chiefeft  regard 
to  them. 

Thus,  Sir,  I  have  taken  the  Occafion  of  your  Letter,  to  con- 
vince the  honeft  Men  on  both  Sides,  that  they  have  been  all  a- 
long  deceiv'd  and  cheated  through  the  Opinion  and  Confidence 
they  have  had  of  their  refpe£tive  Parties,  who  have  prov'd  to 
us  like  a  Whipfaw,  which  foever  Extream  is  pull'd,  the  Na- 
tion is  ftill  miferably  fawn  between  them.    T^is  time  for  us 
then  to  grow  wifer,  and  for  all  fuch  as  fincerely  defire  the  pub- 
lick  Good  and  Welfare  of  their  Country,  to  bury  their  Animo- 
fities,  and  labour  to  reconcile  their  imaginary  Differences,  that 
they  may  no  longer  fuflfer  themfelve9  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  Tools, 
and  to  be  play'd  againft  one  another  by  crafty  and  defigning 
Men,  who  regard  them  no  further  than  as  they  can  make  them 
{ubfervient  to  their  own  purpofes.     It  would  be  a  great  Hap- 
pinefs  to  the  Nation,  if  in  Cities  and  Corporations,  both  Sides 
would  meet  together  in  a  friendly  manner  to  confult  of  their 
Ele&ions  for  Reprcfentatives  in  Parliament,  and  unite  in  ma- 
king choice  of  Men  of  the  greateft  Integrity  and  Probity,  with- 
out any  confideration  of  their  Party  ;  a  Man  that  is  Wife,  Ho- 
ned and  Independent,  will  never  be  led  by  any  Party  to  a  com- 
pliance in  fuch  matters  as  he  thinks  detrimental  to  his  Country-, 
they  know  che  temper  and  qualifications  of  Gentlemen  who 
live  in  their  Neighbourhood,  but  fuch  as  are  wholly  Strangers 
to  them,  and  live  at  a  diftance,  they  will  have  reafon  to  fufpeft 
as  fet  up  to  ferve,  not  their  Country,  but  themfelves  or  their  Pa- 
trons :  Pity  it  is  to  fee,  that  People  who  have  fo  noble  a  Pri- 
vilege as  that  of  ufing  their  own  Freedom  and  Judgment  in 
chufing  the  Makers  and  Confervators  of  their  Laws  and  Liber- 
ties, (hould  throw  it  away  and  Sacrifice  it  to  the  Solicitations 
and  Recommendations  of  Men  in  Power,  or,  which  is  worfe, 
fell  it  to  thofe  that  bid  moft  •,  would  rhe  free  People  of  Great- 
Britain  but  once  exert  their  own  Power  to  reform  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  ele&ing  a  Majority  of  Virtuous  and  Defintereffed 
Members,  we  might  foon  expe£k  to  fee  the  publick  Manage- 
ments reformed,  and  fuch  an  improvement  might  be  made  of 
the  invaluable  Bleffing  we  enjoy  in  Her  prefent  Ma  jefty;us  would 
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root  but  our  fractions,  heal  our  Breaches,  and  fo  equally  (fettle 
the  Bounds  of  Prerogative  and  Liberty,  that  no  room  (hould 
be  left  for  clalhing  about  them  for  the  future  •,  our  late  Kings 
have  had  fo  ftrong  Inclinations  to  extend  their  Power  to  gain  all 
the  Advantages  they  could  upon  the  People,  that  thofe  Courts, 
have  always  had  feparate  and  diftinft  Interefts  of  their  own  to 
carry  on,  which,  (as  I  have  before  (hewn  )  was  the  firft  caufe 
of  all  our  Difcords  •,  but  our  prefent  Queen  has  never  raanifefted 
the  leaft  regard  to  any  Interelt  divided  from  that  of  her  People  j 
and  has  indeed  no  other  thing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  eafe  and 
tranquility  of  her  Subje£ts  *  this  then  is  the  happy  Conjuncture^ 
wherenutathing  but  our  own  Divifions  and  Folly  can  hinder  us 
fronrtdffi^ng  our  Queen  fafe  and  eafy,  and  our  valuable  Rights 
as  fecyre  #s  our  hearts  can  defire,  and  leaving  them  fo  to  our  Po- 
fienty '•,  and  'tis  for  that  end  only,  that  I  have  taken  this  pains 
toftir  up  my  Country-men  to  be  wife  for  themfelves,  and  to 
beware  of  the  Impofitions  and  fpecious  Pretences  of  their  guil- 
ful  Managers. 

For  your  felf,  Sir,  though  we  are  equally  Strangers,  and 
like  fo  to  remain,  yet  your  happier  Style  (hews  me  your  Supe- 
rior Capacity,  and  my  own  Inability  to  contra^,  like  you,  my 
Matter  into  a  narrow  compafs,  but  if  I  have  been  able  to  ex- 
pofe  the  Faults  of  fuch  who  have  been  the  unhappy  Occafion 
of  the  prefent  Diftempers  of  the  Nation,  and  to  vindicate  the 
Proceedings  ot  thofe  who  are  endeavouring  to  reform  what  has 
been  amifs,  and  to  put  the  publick  Affairs  into  a  better  way, 
Ihope  the  fincerity  of  my  Intentions  will  attone  fof  my  prolixi- 
ty and  the  weakncfs  of  my  performance.  I  conclude  then 
with  a  Precept  of  the  Ancient9  fit  to  be  obferv'd  in  thefe  times^ 
and  with  affuring  you  that  I  am, 

SIR, 
T Mica  privatis  Secemite,  Sacra  Trofanis. 


Tours  and  my  Country's 
v*tj  humhk  Servant  ^  && 
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